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THE N EW SLET T ER OF TH E

A Note from the Director
Dear AV Alumni and Friends,
It is hard to believe, that once again Advent is upon us. As we reflect on the year about to end, we
have much to be grateful for. A notable highlight was being able to gather in person with our 22nd
class of volunteers for AV Orientation. While we continue to navigate this new normal, it was
wonderful to see volunteers, alumni, and others face to face after a year of virtual programming.

JOANNA
BOWEN

In this issue of Insights, we return to our roots, highlighting the impact of service. Volunteer alumni
speak candidly about the ways in which their time in service with the Augustinian Volunteers has
shaped their lives, careers, and interactions with others. The reasons why individuals choose to
serve is always varied. Perhaps the choice is made to learn more about a particular career path, or
to take some time before diving headfirst into paid work. Whatever, the reason, we continue to be
encouraged and inspired by the young adults who continue to say yes, year after year, to this
experience.
We hope that this Advent season is one of peace for you and your families. As always, we are
grateful to call each of you alumni and most of all, our friends.

THE START OF

SOMETHING

new

Did You Hear?
MEGAN TELFER (VENTURA,
’15-’16) NEW CO-EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF HELP OF OJAI
Executive Director and site supervisor,
Terri Wolfe will retire at the end of this
year. In her place, Jayn Walter and
Augustinian Volunteer alum Megan
Telfer will serve as Co-Executive
Directors. Megan served as a volunteer
at Help of Ojai in 2015-2016.

BIASED: UNCOVERING THE
HIDDEN PREJUDICE THAT
SHAPES WHAT WE SEE,
THINK AND DO CHOSEN AS
2021-2022 COMMUNITY
BOOK
Each year since 2012, Augustinian
Volunteer communities have been given
one book to read together as part of the
broader AV community. This year’s title is
Biased: Uncovering the Hidden Prejudice
That Shapes What We See, Think and Do
by Jennifer L. Eberhardt, PhD.

CAUSE OF BEATIFICATION
AND CANONIZATION OF
FATHER BILL ATKINSON, O.S.A.
CLOSES
The cause for the canonization of Father
Bill Atkinson, O.S.A. was officially opened
in 2015. After six years, the process now
moves to Rome. Though several steps
away from canonization, the process may
end with a modern Augustinian saint!

To Know a City
BRITTANY CORY

Before moving to Philadelphia to begin my year of service as an AV I
tried to imagine what the city would be like. Coming from a homegrown town in Montana, I anticipated a shift in the pace of daily life,
the scenery which would surround me, and the types of activities
popular in the area. Most of all, I was looking forward to the people
I would meet at my service site and within the program. I’ve learned
that to know a city is to know its people, and Philadelphia is no
exception. At the A.D.R.O.P. office, I have met many kind and
generous people, some of whom have lived in Philly their whole life.
This has meant a first-hand introduction to the best Italian cannolis,
hoagies, and cheesesteaks shared in the company of those who have
also been patient and gracious in taking time to show me new skills
and incorporate me as a member of their team.
My time spent at St. Anthony’s Catholic School has also been an
opportunity to hear stories of family roots in South Philadelphia.
Miss Lisa, the teacher I work within the Pre-K classroom, was herself
a student in the very room she now spends her days in when she was
a Kindergartener. And Sister Carmela and Sister Mary Esther have
been supportive and encouraging as I take on new roles at the school
they’ve been involved in for 30 + years. Encountering these people
on a daily basis has been such a wonderfully authentic way to
experience this new place and start a new journey.
I thought that perhaps in a busy city it would be difficult to be known
or to know others, but “the City of Brotherly Love” has a rich culture
of being present to one another. Such as the time Ronnie, our clinic
manager, wouldn’t hear of my riding the bus back home in a
rainstorm and insisted I ride with her instead. Again and again, I am
surprised by the small gestures of kindness that come from the
variety of people I am with each day. I think in these ways I am
learning more about service and what it means to give of self. When
we give our trust, our time, our stories – pieces of ourselves – we
speak to the heart and for just a moment know what is to be loved in
even the most unfamiliar spaces.

ORIENTATION

twenty-two
We’re back

together again, but not without some changes. After a full year of virtual
Orientation, retreats and site visits in 2020-2021, the twenty second Orientation was able to take place in
person. Alumni would recognize some old staples including the giant gift box, morning prayers, many
favorite talks and a scavenger hunt. However, COVID-19 safety measures brought a few new twists like al
fresco dining, talks outside under the tent and a more intimate commissioning mass. Regardless of the
format, the relationships formed during the busy week remain at the heart of the AV Orientation
experience.

Meet the

2021-2022
volunteers

OUR

communities
JULIA BEHM

Our Mother of Sorrows/St. Ignatius School

BRITTANY CORY
Augustinian Defenders of the Rights of the Poor

DYLAN TAGG
HIAS Pennsylvania

PHILADELPHIA, PA
AUDREY SMIT
St. Augustine School

RILEY GRIESEMER
Lawrence Catholic Academy

LAWRENCE, MA
MAIDA PANNEPACKER
St. Vincent de Paul Village

COLIN HELGESON
St. Augustine High School

MEGAN SICORD
St. Vincent de Paul Village

SAN DIEGO, CA

WHAT’S IN A YEAR?
AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEER ALUMNI SHARE WHY THEY
CHOSE TO SERVE AND THE UNEXPECTED
BENEFITS OF A YEAR OF SERVICE

Anyone who has ever considered a year of post-graduate service knows there are many reasons to
volunteer. While some may be selfless or even altruistic, it’s impossible to ignore the practical implications
of entering a year of service. Though the benefits have always been numerous, they have become a point
of focus as the Augustinian Volunteers works towards greater inclusivity and accessibility. Removing
barriers, bridging gaps and speaking more frankly about the practical benefits of service has proven to be
an important step in the growth of the Augustinian Volunteer program and the AV family. Still it remains
true that some of the most significant benefits of serving are often unpredictable, intangible and unique to
each volunteer. Alumni Anna Cychowski (Lawrence, ’12-’13), James Wroblewski (Lawrence, ’19-‘20) and
Jesse Imbriano (San Diego, ’07-’08) share the enduring lessons from their volunteer experiences.

What was the most important practical reason you decided to
volunteer?

Anna:

I decided to volunteer after college because I wasn't sure what next steps I wanted to take for a career. I
knew I got a lot of fulfillment out of service, so I knew the volunteer year would be meaningful and also give me some first
hand career experience.

James:

One of the practical factors behind my decision to volunteer was the first-hand experience in higher
education I was set to receive at Merrimack. The responsibilities of working full-time in a campus ministry office, a
community service center in Hands to Help, and a myriad of other activities that I picked up along the way were too
good to pass up. Now being over halfway done with my masters program in higher education, I have come to appreciate
just how much my experience at Merrimack prepared me for the field.

Jesse:

As college ended I was pretty sure I would be happiest professionally working for a nonprofit, but before I
went on to get the professional degree I’d need, I wanted to spend time in direct service work so I would always have that
starting point for my career.

What was the most significant intangible benefit you took from
your experience?

Anna:

I took away from my experience that there are so many ways to serve within my life. I had a very narrowminded view going into the year that service would be to the folks I worked with at my job. I learned that I lacked the
skills to serve people in my relationships and community. The service year helped me to recognize that and build those
skills. I finished the year with a broader view of service and what that could look like outside of a "helping" career.

James: The most intangible asset I took from my experience was learning to be versatile. A lot of the work that

I ended up doing during my volunteer year extended well beyond my job description. I got to work with so many different
offices and participate in a variety of events simply because I asked if I could be helpful. My AV year taught me that one
of the best ways to succeed in a new endeavor is to not limit yourself to nominal responsibilities. Adopting a versatile
attitude led me to cultivate some of the most important relationships that helped me succeed throughout the course of my
volunteer year. To this day, I have maintained the mentality of versatility that has helped me thrive personally and
professionally!

Jesse:

My volunteer year was when I really began to understand how much we are shaped (often unconsciously)
by our own past experiences and how important it is to be open to the different perspectives we carry.
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SUPPORT THE

AUGUSTINIAN
VOLUNTEERS
Please consider a gift to the
Augustinian Fund in support of the
Volunteers who are serving across
the United States. Donate online at
www.augustinianfund.org/donate
or mail a check to the
Office of Advancement
214 Ashwood Road
Villanova, PA 19085.

