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A Note from the Director
Dear AV Alumni and Friends,
This Advent season, as days get shorter and Covid-19 cases continue to climb throughout the country,
it may be difficult to be hopeful. For many, Thanksgiving was spent far from loved ones, and it seems
that Christmas may take place over video chat instead of in person. It’s likely that this current state will
last well into 2021. It is daunting to think that we are many months from returning to normal.

JOANNA
BOWEN

However, one positive of this year has been the 9 young adults who form the 21st class of Augustinian
Volunteers. Each of them said yes to this experience of community, service, and spirituality, in the
midst of an unprecedented global pandemic. Together, they are examples of resiliency, commitment,
and flexibility. They are also proof that while life is undoubtedly changed, it hasn’t stopped. There are
still opportunities to connect meaningfully with one another. In this issue of Insights, we look forward
to introducing each of them to you.
This is also not the first group of volunteers to step into the unknown. In fact, many parallels can be
drawn to the inaugural volunteers who served in 2000. While circumstances are certainly quite
different, these volunteers have led the program through new chapters. I hope you will join me in
giving thanks for those who have willingly forged a new path.

a new year
Did You Hear?
FATHER BARNABY JOHNS,
O.S.A. ORDAINED TO THE
PRIESTHOOD
Villanova Preparatory School supervisor
and former Ventura Augustinian site
supervisor Father Barney Johns, O.S.A.
was ordained to the priesthood on
October 24, 2020. The celebration took
place outside on campus of Villanova
Prep where Father Barney has been in
ministry since 2017.

AUGUSTINIAN JOURNEY
APP AVAILABLE NOW
Find Augustine in the App Store! The
new Augustinian Journey App invites
you to explore, learn and share
experiences in the company of Saint
Augustine. The app features daily
inspiration, prayers and music.

BISHOP DAN TURLEY, O.S.A.
RETIRES AS BISHOP OF
CHULUCANAS, PERU
In April, Pope Francis accepted the
resignation of Bishop Dan Turley, O.S.A.
Bishop Dan has been a steadfast
supporter of the Augustinian Volunteer
program and a beloved friend and
mentor to AVs serving in Chulucanas.
He will be succeeded by Reverend
Cristóbal Bernardo Mejía Corral and will
return to the United States this winter
once the transition is complete.

What a
Wonderful
World
ISABEL PRADO

A cool breeze, laughter ringing and live music in the air. When I
thought about where I’ve seen God present in my week. I realized I’ve
seen Him in many small ways. I also realized that those small ways
came to a head this Saturday when my community mates and I went
to Harvest Weekend. Dilworth Park put on a super cute festival with
live music, pumpkin painting and artisans selling their goods, but I’m
getting ahead of myself.
We have been on this journey a little more than a month. Throughout
all of this time there has been stress and worries about starting a new
job, living in community and generally figuring out what life looks like
in the now. Compound this with the complicated situations of an ongoing pandemic, an upcoming presidential election, and the
continuous fight for racial equality and it makes for a complex new
beginning in the next stage of life. With so much going on I have
found that it is easy to slip into a dispirited mindset. However, in my
opinion it is important to try and find the good aspects of the week,
the joyous, happy moments no matter how fleeting they may seem. I
have come to the conclusion that many of those moments are the
times where I see God.
I have seen Him in the smiles of my co-workers when we have
meetings together and get to chat and see each other over Zoom. I
have heard Him in the grateful voices of my clients when I help them.
There have been many instances where I have seen God present in
small ways this week, but again I think the most that I saw Him
present was at Harvest Weekend. Looking around and seeing
everybody wearing their masks, staying 6 ft. apart from each other was
a little sad, and yet people were still having a good time. That beauty
of being able to sit and listen to live music and see human resilience in
such dark times, was very hopeful. I like to think that I try and see
God in those hopeful moments, when so much is going wrong, and yet
people keep fighting and keep trying. What an amazing aspect of
human life that I got to see and reflect on.
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MEET THE
ALLISON HAYES
Villanova Preparatory School
BASIL PATTAMMADY
Help of Ojai
MANNY DIAZ
Merrimack College

VENTURA, CA
Community

RYAN HENDERSON
St. Patrick School
MADILYN JONES
St. Vincent de Paul Village
CAROLYN DREYER
St. Augustine High School

SAN DIEGO, CA
Community

2020 - 2021

Augustinian Volunteers

ROBBY GIPSON
Our Mother of Sorrows/
St. Ignatius School
SHEENA CADUA
Augustinian Defenders of
the Rights of the Poor
ISABEL PRADO
HIAS Pennsylvania

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Community

THE
Clockwise from the top:
Sheena Cadua helps Fr. Paul
Morrissey, O.S.A. tend the prayer
garden at St. Augustine’s in
Philadelphia; Carolyn Dreyer and
Ryan Henderson share brunch
during virtual Orientation in
San Diego; Basil Pattammady,
Manny Diaz and Allison Hayes
fire up the grill for an outdoor
meal at home in Ventura.

SUPPORT THE

AUGUSTINIAN
VOLUNTEERS

Please consider a gift to the Augustinian Fund in
support of the Volunteers who are serving across
the United States. Donate online at
www.augustinianfund.org/donate or mail your
check to the Office of Advancement,
214 Ashwood Road, Villanova, PA 19085.

new PIONEERS
HOW THE 2020-2021 VOLUNTEERS
ARE REDEFINING THE AV EXPERIENCE
When the first group of Augustinian
Volunteers arrived at Orientation in
2000, they did not pull up to the
downtown church parking lot beside
the towering brick monolith with the
kelly green door that is so familiar to
many AV alumni. Instead they arrived
at a small retreat house in Rosemont,
Pennsylvania. In the days before
traditions were traditions, everything
was new. AVs in San Diego and the
Bronx lived in houses and apartments
never before inhabited by volunteers.
They found themselves serving in
c o m mu n i t i e s w h e r e t h e n a m e
“Augustinian Volunteer” had no
meaning. They made the first strokes
on a blank canvas. Founding Director,
Fa t h e r Jo e M o s t a r d i , O. S . A .
nicknamed this group of ten the
“pioneers.” It turned out to be a fitting
name, not just because they were the
first Augustinian Volunteers, but more
importantly because they were not the
last. They paved the way for the
volunteers who would serve at their
sites immediately after them and also
for what is now, twenty-one years later,
an entirely new generation of young
adult volunteers.
Unexpectedly this twenty-first year has
also been a year of firsts: the first time
volunteers have traveled directly to
their service city and participated in a
virtual orientation, the first time
volunteers have started at their service
sites on Zoom, the first time the
Augustinian Volunteer staff has not
been allowed in volunteer homes. 2020
has also brought a smaller and more
symbolic first—the first time a
volunteer class has taken on the polo
shirt color of a previous group. Each

year during Orientation the new volunteers
receive a polo shirt to wear during their
Commissioning Mass. Over the years, polo
shirt colors have become unofficial class
names, distinguishing one group from the
next. When it was decided several years ago
that polo shirt colors would begin to repeat in
2020, no one could have known how
prophetic that choice would seem.
The “new pioneers,” as they have been called,
have faced their own world of unknowns.
Most of the 2020-2021 volunteers committed
to a year of service amid a global crisis,
accepting an almost unprecedented level of
uncertainty about what a year of
service in a pandemic would
look like. Unlike the 2000
volunteers, they
arrived at their
service sites
with detailed

job descriptions, but many have found
those job descriptions rapidly shifting
as their sites themselves respond to
constant changes. They have gotten to
know Augustinians by participating in
outdoor activities and have bonded
with other communities through Zoom
happy hours. They have sacrificed for
the safety of community members they
are just getting to know. And like that
first group of ten, by their example
they are paving the way for the next
generation to serve in the new world
being created.

START YOUR

Journey…

A P P L I C AT I O N S A R E C U R R E N T LY
BEING ACCEPTED
FOR THE 2021-2022 VOLUNTEER YEAR

