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A Note from the Director
Dear AV Alumni and Friends,
We’ve made it! This August, we commissioned our milestone 20th class of volunteers! This class is perhaps our
most diverse yet, with 10 states and 12 colleges and universities represented. We are excited to have assembled a
group that can share different life experiences and perspectives, enriching the communities in which they live and
serve.

JOANNA
BOWEN

Marking this anniversary has also allowed us to pause and reflect on the ways in which this program has grown
and changed, but also how the central mission has remained the same. It’s hard to believe that when the
program began in 2000, our country had not yet been touched by terrorism, the Catholic Church not yet
marked by scandal, and college tuition had only begun its exponential rise. The world is a very different place
than it was 20 years ago, and it could be easy to think that a program focused on service, spirituality, and
community might not be as relevant anymore. However, in this issue of Insights, we are excited to share stories
from the past 20 years that highlight relationships, successes, and most importantly, how this program continues
to foster common life despite the brokenness in our world.
This January, we will first gather with our domestic volunteers for Mid-Year retreat and then with our
international volunteers to prepare them for their departure to Peru. We are looking forward to the opportunity
to pause and reflect together after the busyness of the holiday season. We continue to be grateful for your prayers
for the volunteers during this time. Please know that you and your families remain in our prayers as well.

THEN
Success Story
MICHAEL CONNOR
Michael volunteered in 2001-2002 in
Camden, NJ. This piece was originally printed
in the Augustinian Volunteer Newsletter in
2002.
My term of service was split into two; working
with persons infected or affected by HIV/AIDS
at SILOAM Ministries in Philadelphia, and
spending time with 6th, 7th and 8th graders at
an after school program in East Camden, New
Jersey. The experiences I encountered with
each, helped me to a “success” by actuating
the process of self understanding, and helping
me to see the path of service as a way of
healing for those I serve as well as for myself.
I have learned that service is mutual. It’s about
taking life personally, and letting people’s lives
and stories touch me. In September, I
remember thinking only about the ways I
could help the people of Camden, seeing
myself only as a fixer to the problems. I have
learned that a fixer only sees brokenness, and
is often accompanied by the heavy burden of
judgement. Looking back on my time here, I
realize that the times when I gained new
friendships and enjoyed myself, were times
when I could suspend all judgement and
simply be present. It has been at these times
that I have witnessed the wholeness within
myself, as well as with those who I am with.
That in fact, the wholeness in myself is as
present and strengthened was the wholeness
in another. And so, all who take part in this
interaction are fortunate to participate. I am
SO thankful for the people who have shared
their stories and revealed a great deal of truth
to me. Their names I will always hold dear:
Angel, Don, Bernadette, Mario, Ronald,
Terrance, Antonio, Carmencita, Lilian, Joe,
Mary, Dan, April, Jaimie and countless others.

& now
Small Town
Familiarity in a
Big City
TRAVIS VERMULM
When I first began the process for applying to this program and read the
words “intentional community” in the description, I must admit I was
nervous. Intentional community seemed so forced, and I started to think I
would be walking into an entire year of discussion topics and ice breaker
like events planned with two random strangers to force our interaction.
Those initial fears have been completely and utterly defeated by my time
thus far with Jared and Clare. This is not to say we are not living
‘intentionally’ because I believe we are, but right away I began to feel that
the large apartment in Philadelphia was a new home for the year.
I cannot wait at the end of the workday to come home and swap crazy
kindergarten stories with Clare or ask Jared how the work at HIAS was for
the day. I find myself eagerly awaiting my next cooking adventure. Never
did I think, until this year, that I would be able to put ‘making dumplings’
on a list of things to do in the near future.
Already these two months have been filled with new experiences and old
ones as well shared with new people. I anticipated more time spent hiding
parts of myself to be slowly revealed throughout the subsequent months of
volunteer time, but soon discovered that Jared and Clare love the
opportunity to share their true selves and want the same from me in return.
Already the small oddities that come with living with me are present in
daily life, I.E. I can rarely go a full day without talking in some kind of
accent.
This year marks the first time I have lived in a populated city and the first
time in a year and a half I have shared a living space with other people.
Clare and Jared are open, honest, and constantly making me laugh.
Already I feel blessed for being put where I am with the people I am with.
By day I spend my time in the tight knit neighborhood of South
Philadelphia, reminding me so much of the small-town Montana I was
raised in. By night I come home to the welcoming presence of two people
who are also thrust into such abrupt newness but adapt with full positivity.
I feel my time here will redefine pre-conceived notions of home and
community.
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If you’ve ever tried to translate from one language to another, you realize that a strictly literal
translation simply takes each word and puts it into the other language. A more difficult task is
to understand the concept which the speaker is trying to communicate and then express that
concept in a way which the listeners can grasp. This second, culture-based form of translation,
is one of the major contributions that the Augustinian Volunteers have made on behalf of our
Augustinian charism. They get it and they make it real in contemporary society.
In a society which is every day more individualistic, self-absorbed and self-sufficient, finding a
group of people willing to recognize our call to be people for others, for one another, excluding
no one, is a blessing.
The active presence of a group of young people, women and men together, striving to give
witness to the common good, over each one’s personal good, causes ripples and blips on the
public radar. Such are the Augustinian Volunteers, an association of college grads from all over
the country who choose to come together to give witness to the value of the all too uncommon
life in common. These are young women and men who realize that doing good is not good
enough; that charity – tutoring, mentoring, caring for the disadvantaged of society - is essential
but can also be toxic if taken in isolation, without addressing the root causes.
The Augustinian Volunteers choose to give communal witness to the truth revealed by Christ, a
truth which is found in the heart of every human, but which so often goes unidentified: the
more we relate, the more fully and truly human we become, the more like God in whose image
we have been created. The more we share, emptying ourselves of preoccupation with our own
well-being, the more like Christ we become.
These ordinary young people who are extraordinarily valiant women and men, by dedicating
time and energy to learn how to live together and manage the ordinary conflicts of everyday
life, give authentic witness to our call to be the People of God, to embody the Body of Christ, in
the footsteps of Augustine, who as a young man, from northern Africa, lived and loved over 16
centuries ago. He had a passion for the communal dimension of Christian life, knowing we are
better together but only to the extent that we can learn to appreciate and even celebrate our
diversity while striving for unity of mind and heart, intent upon God.
The Augustinian community today, twenty years after the founding of the Augustinian
Volunteer movement, is much richer, much more faithful to our common mission, than we
would have believed possible before embarking on this adventure. As in the time of Augustine,
we today are called to give witness in the world of a different life-style, a way of being which
finds its origins in Christ and the community of women and men he formed around himself to
give witness to the divine Trinity, dynamic relationships, life-giving communion. Living our
common life in our world – and not separate from it - many of those whom we come in
contact with sense something different about us but find it hard to articulate just what that
characteristic might be. Frequently people will identify qualities like friendship, hospitality, a
spirit of generosity.
Because we understand that we are called, like Augustine, to share our charism for community
with those around us, as an alternative life-style at the service of the Reign of God, we searched
for contemporary ways of sharing this lifestyle, intended to be lived not only behind cloistered
walls but also in the apartment with our family, the workplace, school and university, wherever
people come together. What makes of our community a Christian community is the common
dedication to prayer, to grow in our faith, to reach out to the needy in our midst and to be
intentional about sharing our life with others. The peculiarly Augustinian way of doing that is
together, as a community, not in isolation nor in parallel paths, but searching and sharing
together.
We have been blessed to have so many who have responded to the invitation to join us, to live
together alongside our communities, to share their experience with us and be open to our
experience as well. We are enriched with their insights, enthusiasm, fresh way of seeing things.
We are challenged to grow and become more relevant and be more genuine witnesses to what
we say we believe.
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Alum ANNA THOMAS (‘14) on a Bishop who leads by example

‘

‘

Meeting Bishop Dan in Chulucanas has had a lasting impact on my life. He is one of the most selfless,
compassionate people I have ever met. I was in awe of everything he does for the people of Peru and how
much they respect and adore him. Bishop Dan is a living example of Christ's work. He and all the other
Sisters and Brothers who have dedicated their lives to service will always hold a special place in my heart.

Alum KELSEY RODE (‘17-‘18) shares about alumni mentors who inspire

I am grateful that I now have a
tremendous group of mentors who
are leading their communities and
encouraging one another in their
given ministries.
Even after the completion of my volunteer year, the
Augustinian Volunteer alumni continue to help me "become
more".

AUGUSTINIAN
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SUPPORT THE

Please consider a gift to the Augustinian Fund in
support of the Volunteers who are serving in
the U.S. and in Peru. Donate online at
www.augustinianfund.org/donate or mail your
check to the Office of Advancement,
214 Ashwood Road, Villanova, PA 19085.

‘

‘

There were so many individuals I met through my service site
and city who have left a lasting impact on my life - not to
mention my community members! But as I reflect back on my
experiences and life post-AV year, I now recognize the great
gift I received in building relationships with several women
who themselves were former volunteers.
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SHARE YOUR

Story…
Are you an AV alum? Augustinian Friar?
Parent? Friend? Colleague? Supporter? Tell
someone about the Augustinian Volunteers!
Applications are currently being accepted for
the 2020-2021 volunteer year. Visit
www.AugustinianVolunteers.org/apply
to learn more!

