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A Note from the Director
Hello AV Alumni and Friends!
As I write to you, the days are beginning to get shorter, the weather cooler, and Advent is upon us.
Our international volunteers are returning from their service experience in Peru, and soon we will
gather with the domestic volunteers for Mid Year Retreat in Ocean City, NJ. The hot August day
when we commissioned our 19th class of volunteers already seems like a distant memory, as
volunteers have been in service to the communities of Lawrence, Philadelphia, San
Diego, and Ventura, for several months. We continue to be inspired by young adults who are so
willing to selflessly commit themselves to a year of service, spirituality, and community. We are
excited to introduce you to them in this issue of Insights and to also reflect on stories shared by
alumni from their service.

JOANNA
BOWEN

2019 will also bring some changes in the Augustinian Volunteer office. Taylor Gostomski, who has
served as Assistant Director for the past four years will be moving on at the end of this month. We
are grateful for his commitment to the Augustinian Volunteers as a volunteer in Peru, as well as
during his tenure on staff, and we wish him the best in his next endeavor.
May this Advent season be a time of peace for you and your families.

WELCOME BACK 2018
PERU VOLUNTEERS!
Did You Hear?
TAYLOR BIDS FAREWELL
TO THE AUGUSTINIAN
VOLUNTEERS
At the end of the month, Assistant
Director Taylor Gostomski will move
on from the Augustinian Volunteers.
Taylor has been on staff with the AVs
since the completion of his volunteer
experience in Peru in January 2015.
During his time on staff, Taylor has
been a friend and mentor to four
classes of volunteers and has been an
invaluable resource to Peru
communities as they navigate a new
country and culture. He is looking
forward to moving back to his home
state of Wisconsin where he will be
able to spend more time with family
and reconnect with old friends. Good
luck Taylor, we will miss you!

ESPN INFINITI COACHES
CHARITY CHALLENGE
Mark your calendars! Starting in early
January 2019, Villanova Men’s
Basketball Head Coach, Jay Wright,
will be participating in the
ESPN Infiniti Coaches’ Charity
Challenge. Coach Wright will be
competing against 48 other NCAA
Division I coaches in an online
competition to win $100,000 for the
Augustinian Fund. Fans can vote
at espn.com/infiniti every day, once a
day. The Augustinian Fund supports
the ministries of the Augustinians,
including the Augustinian Volunteers.
Thank you for your support!

Community
In a Place Far
From Home
KATE FOLEY
Service, spirituality, and community: three words that appear repeatedly upon
applying to become an Augustinian Volunteer. Throughout my application
process, orientation, and the months leading up to our actual departure I
learned about these values and began to understand what they meant to me as a
person and as a volunteer. Of these three values, the one that made me the most
apprehensive was community. Up until this point I had interpreted community
solely to mean the group of individuals that I would be living with, two people
who I barely knew, who I had agreed to live within a foreign country for a year.
Of course, looking back, the fear of living in community is laughable. My
community is made up of two other wonderful, strong, fearless women and in
just two months we have bonded in ways I never could have imagined (i.e.
sweeping toads away to access our laundry, being locked inside our house,
navigating the meat section of the market in Chulucanas). However, what I have
also come to realize in my last two months in Peru is how much more the word
community means as an Augustinian Volunteer.
Community in Chulucanas refers to not just my wonderful house-mates and gal
pals but also the larger group of Augustinians who were some of the first to
welcome us to Peru upon our arrival in Lima and again in Chulucanas.
Community here is also ever-present in our host families who welcomed us into
their homes for an entire month without even knowing who we were, and have
become a family in a country far away from any biological relatives. Community
exists in the people at our service sites who have received each one of us as
members of their staff, including us in lunches, gatherings and celebrations
because 15 years of past volunteers have paved the way for us. And finally,
community is found in the AVs, past, present, and future. A past Peru-volunteer
visited last week with a group of nursing students from Villanova, and despite
only having met her once briefly before our departure, seeing her face was like
seeing an old friend.
Although I’ve only been in Peru for two months, the community that exists here
thanks to the Augustinian Volunteers already makes Chulucanas feel like home. I
still miss my family and friends in the U.S., but it certainly helps that a group of
people have welcomed me into their lives and communities, reminding me that
being a world away doesn’t mean you ever have to be alone.

Commissioning Mass

On Sunday, August 26, 2018 the 19th class of
Augustinian Volunteers was commissioned at St.
Augustine Church in Philadelphia, PA. The
commissioning Mass concluded an eight-day
orientation where volunteers had the opportunity to
learn about Augustinian spirituality, interact with
Augustinian friars, and connect with program alumni.

SUPPORT THE

AUGUSTINIAN
VOLUNTEERS

Please consider a gift to the Augustinian Fund in
support of the Volunteers who are serving in
the U.S. and in Peru. Donate online at
www.augustinianfund.org/donate or mail your
check to the Office of Advancement,
214 Ashwood Road, Villanova, PA 19085.

new

Meet the
Augustinian Volunteers

San Diego, CA
STEVEN FUNK
St. Augustine High School
KELSEY GOLDSTOFF
St. Vincent de Paul Village
JOCELYN COOKE
St. Patrick School
SARAH HANNAN
St. Vincent de Paul Village

Philly, PA
BRANDON CEPLECHA
HIAS Pennsylvania
RENÉ SCHULZE
Augustinian Defenders of the
Rights of the Poor

Lawrence, MA
GINA HACKETT
Merrimack College
HANK NIEMERG
St. Augustine School
MEGAN CAREY
Lawrence Catholic Academy

Ventura, CA
JULIA SHULTS
HELP of Ojai
CLAIRE ERLENBORN
Villanova Preparatory School
KAT WIRSHUP
Our Lady of the Assumption School

Stories

TWENTY
YEARS OF

August of 2019 will mark the beginning of the 20th year of volunteers. This is a milestone to
commemorate, as we reflect on the past two decades that have been filled with both challenges and
opportunities. Most significantly they have been made rich by the relationships that have been formed
by volunteers, community partners, friars, and friends in the spirit of St. Augustine. In this newsletter, we
begin our celebration by sharing stories from those who have found their lives changed because of a
relationship made as an Augustinian Volunteer.

We lived next door to him (Fr. Joe Mostardi, O.S.A.) during our time in Philly - what an honor! It was also a very
unique experience to live next to a church and Augustinian community. Fr. Joe taught me about being hospitable and
a good listener with his weekly dinners and open invitation for anything our community needed. As more and more
time passes from my AV year, I also really appreciate his desire to create the AV program. His persistence to believe
in his idea and take the necessary steps to create the program are such an inspiration when I am thinking of big
ideas. I miss him but am so thankful that his idea has influenced so many people around the world.

‘

‘

SARAH (CLEVELAND) BAROUD, Philadelphia ‘05-‘06

ALLISON (SHERWOOD) ZOLENSKI, San Diego ‘08-‘09

‘

My time as a volunteer serving as a nurse in San Diego,
allowed me to encounter incredible experiences. I was touched
by the patients with whom I worked with, my fellow coworkers, the clergy in which we broke bread with, and the
beautiful city known for its sunshine, warmth, and energy.

Above all though, this volunteer year
allowed me to meet my best friend, my
confidant, the person who would come to
stand witness to many pivots, challenges,
and joys in my life journey.

‘

Stephen Hughes, my fellow community member and I have had an evolving, dynamic friendship starting with shared
interests in music, running, movies, and beer, to now a shared path of helping one another examine our true selves
amongst a growing community of our work, and home lives. Without a doubt our friendship formed so solidly in San
Diego has blossomed into a steadfast presence that we have learned to count on, within the context to our coming of
age. I am, and forever will be, grateful to the AV community for bringing Steve into my life, for as we learned, life's
challenges need community and company, and he has assuredly followed up with this community commitment.

BRIAN STRASSBURGER, Bronx ‘06-‘07, South Africa ‘08

‘

Once a week, we would visit Gogo Gloria in her house in
the Valley of a Thousand Hills outside Durban, South
Africa and bring her to the local hospital to have her legs
treated. She had open sores on her calves, and a skin
graft surgery hadn't healed properly. She couldn't walk
well, so we would have to carry her up this great big hill
in a wheelbarrow to reach the car.

But what I remember most is the long
conversations we would have, whether
in her house, in the car, or waiting at
the hospital.

‘

She taught me so much about Zulu culture; she had a remarkably strong faith; and she was always caught up on the
latest in current events. She read old novels and every once in a while would throw in an antiquated English phrase
like "he's not just any Tom, Dick or Harry." I treasured her friendship and looked forward to seeing her every Friday.
Two years ago, I was back in South Africa, and I went knocking on her door. Her daughter answered- Gogo Gloria
had passed away less than a year earlier. She was buried outside, so I prayed at her grave. I miss her. I still carry her in
my heart. Hamba kahle, Gogo.
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TELL US A

Story…
Are you an Augustinian friar? AV alum? Parent?
Friend? Colleague? Tell us about someone in
the Augustinian Volunteer family who has
changed your life! To share your story, email
info@augustinianvolunteers.org.
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