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A Note from the Director
Hello AV alumni and friends!
As you may have noticed, Insights is coming to you with a new design! We hope that you enjoy this fresh
update as you read about our current volunteer class. As the domestic volunteer year draws to a close, I
continue to be inspired by these young adults who have committed to taking an untraditional path after
graduation. For many, a volunteer year is just one chapter in their story of service, as many will go on to
pursue careers that will allow them to promote the common good.
Many volunteers were introduced to service through an immersion experience during their high school or
college years. Often times, these service opportunities have been truly transformative; inspiring a desire to
work with those on the margins and grow spiritually. My own service break experiences as a college
student led me directly to the Augustinian Volunteers, opening my eyes to a different way to use my skills
and education.

JOANNA
BOWEN

In this issue, you will read about how Augustinian Volunteer communities connect with many of these
experiences, providing hospitality, reflecting together, and even coordinating service activities for students.
We take this work seriously, hoping to model servant leadership and faith in action. I am reminded of the
words of Fr. Ken Untener, “We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water seeds already planted,
knowing that they hold future promise.” We are hopeful that the next generation will continue with the
same spirit of service.
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Did You Hear?
AV ALUM APPOINTED
DIRECTOR OF A.D.R.O.P.
Lacie Michaelson (Peru 2013) has
been named Director of the
Augustinian Defenders of the Rights
of the Poor. Located in South
Philadelphia, A.D.R.O.P. works to
provide healthcare services and
educational opportunities to those
in need. Traditionally, an AV serves at
A.D.R.O.P and will work alongside
Lacie in the upcoming year!

INFINITY COACHES
CHARITY CHALLENGE
AWARDS $10,000 TO
AUGUSTINIAN FUND
Thanks for your support and effort in
voting for NCAA Villanova Men’s
Basketball Coach Jay Wright in the
INFINITI Coaches’ Charity Challenge!
Coach Wright finished in the top ten
raising $10,000 for the Augustinian
Fund which supports various
Augustinians ministries including the
Augustinian Volunteers.

Home Isn’t a
Place It’s a
Feeling
CLAIRE LIVA
Attending Villanova University, only 3.4 miles away from home, I have always stayed close
to my family. Moving 2,689 miles away from home was the boldest and scariest thing I have
ever done in my life. I was terrified the last month of summer; August was quickly
approaching and I would be saying goodbye to my family until Christmas time. I knew I was
called to be an Augustinian Volunteer and that I would have a positive experience, but that
didn’t make it any easier to leave home. Leading up to my year with the Augustinian
Volunteers I kept hearing the term intentional community.
My initial impressions of living in community were making extra efforts to be
accommodating of everyone’s needs, spending time together, and compromising to avoid
conflict and make for the best experience. There is so much more to my community than
that and little did I know the immense impact these four strangers would have on my life.
I come from a strong faith-filled background thanks to my family’s influence. I feel extremely
blessed for all that my parents have provided for my siblings and me. The values they have
instilled upon us are so important to me and have helped shape me into the person I am
today. My mom has always told me, “Everything happens for a reason and that God has a
plan.” This is something I keep in mind throughout my daily life. Through all the highs and
lows, successes and hardships, and everything in between, God is constant. This experience I
am sharing with my community is enabling my spirituality to grow beyond my strong
foundation. They have helped me to raise self-awareness and grow as an individual and they
have shown me the power of God’s presence throughout our time spent in San Diego. It is
the simplicity of our everyday lives and the extraordinary acts of kindness we receive from
all those we have met that God reveals Himself. I am overwhelmed with the love and
generosity we have been showered with since arriving here. Each day I look forward to the
time spent together, giving thanks around the dinner table, weekly Bible study, Mass on
Sundays, and the countless adventures our community shares.
Even though I am missing home, my community has been the greatest support system I
could ask for. They are my family and sharing this experience with them is one of the
greatest gifts God has ever blessed me with. It is amazing that home doesn’t seem so far
away when you’re surrounded by the beauty and love of those we encounter. Someone once
told me “Home isn’t a place, it’s a feeling.” I may be 2,689 miles from my family but this
community has fostered the feeling that I’m still home.
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Blind Dating:
Year of Service
Style
JAMES WHITE

I really had no idea what I was getting into when I joined the Augustinian Volunteers. When
I decided to sign up for a year of service in late spring, I did not have a strong inclination
towards any particular group. In fact, my decision to join the Augustinian Volunteers was
largely based on their relatively late deadline for applying. Since then, I have been
bombarded with uncomfortably different notions of community living and spirituality.
Things like group prayer, assigned nights to cook, and communal budgets all felt weirdly
imposed on people who were legal adults. However, I have since been impressed by the
thoughtful construction of this program and Augustinian living, most prominently in the
community life model. Community for the Augustinians goes far beyond living with
roommates and sharing a home. Community involves a constant, evolving process by which
community members are present for each other and help each other to grow spiritually by
deliberately and consistently fostering connections. Each community member has immense
responsibility, not just to buy groceries, clean the home, and cook, but also to be guardians,
friends, and mentors to each other.
Already, my community members have helped me to set goals for myself which I never would
have on my own. By forcing my own spirituality out into the open, I am not only brought to
analyze it more thoroughly, but also to see how it can improve and be improved by the
spirituality of my community. Being among a community that is not only dedicated to living
harmoniously in Christ, but also to the individual development of each member, is a radical
thing that I have yet to see the real effects of.
If you had approached me six months ago and told me I would be leading a group prayer in
the fall, I would have been equally amused and alarmed. I have always approached prayer
from a very solitary perspective, even while at Mass, and praying with a group seemed at first
to be a burden, with no real change to the spirituality of the act. However, in the few times
we have gathered thus far, I have grown to look forward to group prayer, either to share my
own approach or to see what new ways my community will approach prayer for that night.
My approach to prayer in general has changed, and I hope to keep building on this change as
the year progresses.

AV Alumni Lead by
Example
Over the past several years, many AV alumni have remained
active in service by assisting with alternative break experiences.
These opportunities, sponsored by universities, high schools and
parishes, allow young adults to participate in service during their
school breaks. Because of their connections and knowledge
about service and community, former AVs are often approached
to take a leadership role in these experiences.
Brittany Patten (Lawrence 2014-2015) reunited with Katie
LeBlanc, a friend from Brittany’s year of service, to assist in
advising the UNITAS Service Mission, an immersive service
experience for the youth group at St. Augustine Parish in
Andover.
Tina Teofilo (Peru 2014), Britt DeLine and Lacie Michaelson (both
Peru 2013) returned to visit their service city as adult advisors on
the Villanova nursing and Campus Ministry Service and Justice
Experiences.
Anna Thomas (Peru 2014) returned to her alma mater, Villanova
University, to participate in a Service and Justice Experience to
the neighboring city Philadelphia.

PAYING IT FORWARD

AVs Welcome Students on Service Trips

Each year many high school and college students
from around the country take part in an unique
opportunity during their fall, spring, or summer
breaks from school. Instead of a trip to the beach
with their friends, they participate in an alternative
break experience, where they put their faith into
action through service to others. These weeklong
service immersions, which may take place both
domestically and internationally, allow for further
education about the realities of those who live on
the margins, exploration of spirituality, and
community building. Augustinian Volunteer
communities often collaborate with alternative break
groups from Augustinian parishes, high schools,
colleges, and univer sities. T he volunteer
communities’ roles in the experiences are varied,
ranging from sharing a meal to planning activities
for the group.
In March, Merrimack College visited the
Philadelphia community on their way to their
service experience in Kentucky. The group enjoyed
sharing a meal and conversation, which focused on discernment, a pertinent subject for both college students and the AVs who will complete their
service year shortly. Augustinian pre-novices, Enrique and Michael, who also joined the group, shared their stories of their journey to entering religious
life. “Because so many of the students are upperclassmen and are seriously considering what their next steps will be after graduation, it was helpful for
them to engage candidly with us as volunteers to think about what options might be available to them besides the traditional career path,” said Kelsey
Rode, a current Philadelphia AV.
The San Diego community worked with students from Villanova University this past spring. In the spirit of Augustinian hospitality, they welcomed the
Villanova students with plenty of food and conversation (pictured above). Both the AVs and the Villanova students shared their long-term and shortterm experiences of service in San Diego often discussing the importance of being present. And if having the commonality of service wasn’t enough to
unite these two groups, “[bonding] over our love for tacos, California burritos and In-N-Out” enabled the AVs and Villanova students to find common
ground with each other.
Each year, the Peru community connects with Malvern Prep, who visits Chulucanas as part of their Christian service program (pictured left). The AV
community aids in coordinating service and other activities for the students, such as visiting the local orphanage, painting the parochial school, and
playing sports with local Peruvian children. Since experiences like these are short, often less than two weeks in length, emphasizing education is as
important as the actual service. Erica Peters, one of the Peru AVs, states how they challenged the Malvern students by leading reflections, “to go a little
deeper [in their experience], and [the students] were able to not only verbalize how lucky and blessed they were, but also see the role that community
played.”
For many AVs, a transformative alternative break experience is what lead to a year of service. Through the AVs connections with parish, high school,
and university groups, perhaps this next generation will also be inspired to make a similar commitment.

DID YOU KNOW?
Before becoming Director of the Augustinian
Volunteers, Joanna Bowen was the Associate
Director of Campus Ministry for service break
experiences at Villanova University. In this role, she
coordinated opportunities for 800 faculty, staff and
students to serve annually throughout the US and
abroad. In her time at Villanova, Joanna
accompanied students on seven break experiences,
including a trip to El Salvador (pictured left).
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When a Student Becomes
a Teacher
Current Lawrence AV, Maggie Morrin (pictured right, with her
community), has a unique history with the Augustinian
Volunteers. She grew up in San Diego, Calif. and began
attending St. Patrick School as a kindergartener in 2000. This
same year, the AVs were founded and volunteers began
serving at St. Pat’s. From kindergarten through 8th grade, AVs
taught Maggie Physical Education and computer classes. Now
a volunteer herself, Maggie shares about her full-circle
experience with the AVs!
What is your first memory of the Augustinian Volunteers?
When I was in kindergarten the AV would join us for nap time.
I can’t blame him for wanting to take an afternoon snooze. The
AV life is no joke!
How were you influenced by their presence?
The opportunity to have role models day in and day out, year
after year, exemplifying what it looks like to be a selfless,
caring, and dedicated person, made a tremendous impact
since these are now the qualities I try to emulate in my own
life.
When did you know you wanted to become an AV?
I felt like it was always a St. Pat’s students’ dream to be an AV
one day, so it took me by no surprise that I was truly
considering being an AV during the fall of my senior year after
attending a discernment retreat.
What is it like now being an AV that is serving others?
It’s very surreal. It seems like yesterday I was spending my days
chatting with the AVs on the blacktop of St. Pat’s and now I
spend my afternoons listening to the stories of the children
who come to the tutoring program. I’m grateful and humbled
for the opportunity to experience the commitment of the AVs
and to now partake in that level of service this year.
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Please consider a gift to the Augustinian Fund in
support of the Volunteers who are serving in
the U.S. and in Peru. Donate online at
www.augustinianfund.org/donate or mail your
check to the Office of Advancement,
214 Ashwood Road, Villanova, PA 19085.
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STILL ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2018-2019 VOLUNTEER YEAR

