Insights

Winter 2017

Augustinian Volunteers
214 Ashwood Road
Villanova, PA 19085
610.527.3330 ext. 291
info@augustinianvolunteers.org
www.augustinianvolunteers.org

Inside
2
Catholic Volunteer
Network Conference;
Did You Hear?

Augustinian Volunteers, 2017-2018
From the Director’s Desk...
Dear Friends, Family and Alumni of the AVs,

3-5
Inside AV Orientation

6

Meet our Current
Volunteers

7
Welcome Home Peru;
Mark Your Calendar

8
Merry Christmas!

As each Volunteer class commences their year, I often find
myself reflecting on the history and tradition of the
Augustinian Volunteers. Ten years ago, I first walked
through the green door from the parking lot of the St.
Augustine’s Church in Philadelphia, eager to begin my
experience as an Augustinian Volunteer. The following
eight-day orientation was filled with meals hosted by
Augustinian communities, talks given by alumni, and new
friendships that were formed. Quickly, I learned that I was
being welcomed into a larger community of people
connected by a desire to take a path less traveled. Joining
the Augustinian Volunteers meant joining a family and at
orientation we were introduced to each member.
In the last decade, the landscape of post-graduate service
has changed and the Augustinian Volunteers have grown
and adapted with these changes. However, many of the
traditions around orientation have remained the same.
Orientation is an immersive experience for Volunteers; for
eight days they live and breathe each aspect of the
Augustinian way of life. Through the exploration of core
values and by sharing themselves, volunteers gain
valuable skills that will aid them in their year of service to
others. In this issue of Insights, we share with you some
of the unique aspects of orientation. For AV alumni, we

hope that you’ll enjoy revisiting the beginning of your
Volunteer experience. For those that have not served, we
are excited to share with you these crucial parts of our
Volunteers’ formation.
At the end of orientation, we publicly commission the new
class of Volunteers, a practice that pays homage to the
early church, when members were eagerly sent out to
provide assistance to those in need. This year, we
commissioned our 18th class of Volunteers; 17 young
adults from across the country who bring great energy to
their call to serve others. We ask that you remember them
in prayer, especially as they travel home in the coming
weeks to their families for the Christmas holiday.
May this Advent season be a time filled with peace and
reflection for you and your families.
Thank you,

Joanna L. Bowen
Director, Augustinian Volunteers

Community.

Augustinian Volunteers are Catholic men and women who wish to serve God’s people in partnership with
the Augustinians and others. The service of the Volunteers is with established educational, social and
health programs and varies according to the needs of the sponsoring site and the individual Volunteer.

Spirituality.

The experience of the Augustinian Volunteers is designed to facilitate a person’s desire to serve others. It
is also focused on the Volunteer’s personal and spiritual development in the Augustinian tradition. By
building and living in community with other Volunteers and forming relationships with local Augustinian
communities, the Volunteers' lives will be enriched as they enrich the lives of others.

Service.

Building the Future Together
Lessons from the Catholic Volunteer Network Conference
Many are surprised to learn that the Augustinian Volunteers are one of
hundreds of faith-based organizations offering full-time volunteer experiences across
the United States and abroad. Catholic Volunteer Network (CVN), the leading
membership organization for these programs, exists to promote and advocate for fulltime service; connects prospective volunteers to fitting organizations; and provides
resources and networking opportunities for its member programs. The annual CVN
National Conference includes inspirational speakers, workshops, break-out sessions and
networking events to help organizations continue to grow and thrive in the ever
changing landscape of full-time service.
This year’s conference in St. Louis, Mo. was centered around the theme
“Gateways to Healing: Practicing Compassion and Reconciliation” with a focus on the
racial tensions in the United States today. Keynote speaker, Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. shared
about his work providing supportive services for formerly gang-involved or incarcerated
men and women at the successful Homeboy Industries. Other presenters spoke on
such topics as racism, white privilege and racial healing. Program representatives also
participated in breakout sessions to learn and share ideas about recruitment, volunteer
formation and program evaluation. The conference not only presents new information
and ideas, but also provides a renewed focus and excitement about the power of
service.

Did you hear...?
A few updates from the AV
world…
1. Fr. Joe Mostardi, O.S.A.
Relocates to Chicago

In August, founding Director of the
AVs, Fr. Joe Mostardi moved to St.
Augustine Friary in Chicago to become
the Director of Formation. In this role,
Fr. Joe accompanies men in formation
as they continue to discern their
vocation, while studying at Catholic
Theological Union. We already miss his
presence at orientation and his talent
for cooking!

2. Augustinian Prior General
Welcomes Volunteers at
Orientation
The AVs had a surprise guest this year
at orientation—Prior General, Fr.
Alejandro Moral Antón, O.S.A. of the
Province of Spain. As the head of the
Augustinian order, Fr. Alejandro resides
in Rome and travels extensively to
Augustinian communities throughout the
world. His visit to Philadelphia coincided
with AV orientation, where he was able
to join the AV staff in welcoming the
newest class of Volunteers.

3. AV Alum Brings Education
Outdoors
Last Spring AV alum, Kiely Kreitzberg
(Peru 2016) opened the Ballyntyne
Learning Farm in her hometown of
Salem, OR. Eager to continue using the
teaching skills she developed while
serving in Chulucanas, Kiely welcomes
children of all backgrounds to the farm,
where they can learn, play and explore!
Since it’s opening, over 700 students
have visited the farm!

4. Director Joanna Bowen
Speaks at Catholic Foundation
of Greater Philadelphia Event
Joanna was one of three panelist invited
to share her insights at the Catholic
Foundation of Greater Philadelphia's
“Women in Philanthropy” event in
O c t o b e r. T h e p a n e l d i s c u s s e d
philanthropy, service and engaging
young adults in the work of the Church.

Please keep in your prayers...
International volunteers returning from their year of service, and those preparing to leave in
January.
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BECOMING AN

AUGUSTINIAN

VOLUNTEER
A Look Inside AV Orientation
Each August, 17-25 new volunteers gather in Philadelphia for eight days to get to know each other and learn more about what it
means to be an Augustinian Volunteer. Coming from a variety of backgrounds, some are well acquainted with the Augustinian
community, while others will encounter friars for the first time. This year, the new group included young adults from eleven states
and thirteen different colleges and universities. While orientation is constantly evolving to meet the changing needs of young adults,
much of the structure of the week is borrowed from the Augustinian way of life and has remained unchanged since the early years.
During the busy days of orientation, Volunteers learn more about service, justice and peace, community, spirituality and simplicity,
but most importantly, they learn more about each other. Friars, AV alums and the whole Augustinian family come together,
generously lending time and talent to prepare incoming volunteers for an experience set apart from other seasons of their lives.

SERVICE

Many Volunteers enter orientation having had
transformative experiences serving with communities
on the margins. At the heart of each Volunteer year is
a desire to serve others. The goal of orientation is not
only to nourish that desire, but also to expand it.
During the Volunteers’ eight days in Philadelphia, they
are given the opportunity to think deeply about what
it means to serve others and think humbly about the
ways in which they may be served. Volunteers receive
practical training in their area of service through the
help of AV alumni who have chosen careers in the
fields of education, social service, campus ministry
and healthcare. As Volunteers begin to form
intentional communities, they are also asked to
expand their definition of service to include service to
one another. In community, service can be making
dinner, running an errand, cleaning the kitchen or
making small personal sacrifices for the common good.
In all acts of service, whether in the context of
community or at a service site, Volunteers are
challenged to see God in others and to prioritize
building authentic relationships. This begins at
orientation as Volunteers serve each other by sharing
of themselves and embracing the diversity of those
around them.
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take a step back and view their service in a
global context. Rooted in our baptismal call to
serve God and others, Catholic Social Teaching
provides a framework for the role each of us plays
in creating a more just world. At orientation, AV
alum Cheryl Mrazik, the Advocacy Advisor at
Catholic Relief Services unpacks the Church’s social
teachings on justice and peace. In the words of
Augustine, “charity is no substitute for justice
withheld.” Volunteers are encouraged not only to work
for a
and think
year a book is

better world through

their service, but also to listen to those around them

critically about their own experiences and the experiences of others. To aid in this task, each
chosen which delves deeply into a particular social issue and at orientation, every community is

given a copy of the selection to share. This year’s choice is The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore.
Past selections have included Tattoos on the Heart by Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J., A Nun on the Bus by Sr. Simone Campbell,
Mercy in the City by Kerry Weber and Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. Communities are also asked to consider how small
lifestyle changes during their year could impact the global community and our shared home. This is modeled
throughout the orientation with a focus on limiting waste and purchasing products made by companies with fair labor

COMMUNITY

practices.

JUSTICE & PEACE

Orientation allows Volunteers to

Community might be
the one value most associated with
the AVs and for good reason, as it is
an instrumental part of the
Augustinian way of life. One of the
central purposes of orientation is to
give Volunteers the opportunity to
begin forming intentional community.
On the first full day of orientation,
Volunteers begin to get to know each
other as they complete a city-wide scavenger hunt and
continue to deepen those relationships throughout the
week, with one-on-one conversations and guided group
discussions. While intentional community can be exciting,
enriching and fun, it can also be demanding and at times,
difficult. During their eight-day preparation, communities
learn skills to recognize personal differences and navigate
conflict. Volunteers are also welcomed into the larger
Augustinian family. Through shared meals with friars and
shared wisdom from AV alumni, new Volunteers grow in
their understanding of what it means to serve in the
communal spirit of St. Augustine.
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with diverse faith experiences. At orientation, each individual shares a first
person account of his or her journey of faith and the path that led them to the
Augustinian Volunteers. Because shared prayer is an essential element of the
community experience, it is also integrated into orientation. Each morning
different AV alums lead the entire group in prayer. With these examples,
Volunteers are exposed to various ways of praying and given the opportunity to
examine their own interior lives. New volunteers also learn about the unique
nature of Augustinian spirituality and are invited to integrate any elements that

SIMPLICITY

resonate with their own spiritual lives.

SPIRITUALITY

Volunteers come to the AV year from a variety of backgrounds and

While simplicity is an important value for many faith based postgraduate service programs, the expression of that value can vary
significantly. For Augustinian Volunteers, modest shared community budgets
create an environment conducive to avoiding excess, but the true power of
simplicity often comes from the intentionality it requires. Orientation
prepares incoming Volunteers to make small personal sacrifices, to consider
the difference between wants and needs and, in their own small sacrifices,
to grow in their awareness of others. As technology becomes increasingly
ubiquitous, particularly among young adults, Volunteers are invited to
consider ways in which they might make space to be present to God and
their community. This year, former service site supervisor, Jeff Wallace
challenged the group to think of simplicity not just as giving up material
things, but as a lifestyle and attitude of detachment towards the more
temporal parts of life. He encouraged the new volunteers to offer
themselves to others—strengths, weaknesses, talents and flaws—trusting
that each person can be an instrument for good.
Photo Captions: 1: Volunteers seated in the Philadelphia community apartment , the home-base for orientation week; 2: Various social
justice-themed books the AVs have read over the years.; 3: The new volunteers along with former AVs at the annual alumni dinner at
orientation.; 4: Volunteers participating in the photo-scavenger hunt throughout Philadelphia.; 5: Augustinian friars blessing the
volunteers at the Commissioning Mass at the end of orientation.; 6: One of the prayer candles each community receives to light during
community prayer.; 7: The St. Augustine medal that each volunteer receives at the Commissioning Mass to be reminded of Augustine’s
way of life
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Meet our current Augustinian Volunteers...

Lawrence Community

Philadelphia Community

San Diego Community

Maggie Morrin, Meg Ruhter and Erin
Tack are spending their AV year in the
Merrimack Valley. At Lawrence Catholic
Academy in South Lawrence, Meg takes
on a number of responsibilities in-and
outside of the classroom. Maggie is
serving at Merrimack College in North
Andover, in the campus ministry office,
where she coordinates weekly service
experiences for students, while Erin
provides aid in various capacities St.
Augustine Elementary School.

This year Mackenzie Papuga, James White
a n d Ke l s e y R o d e a r e s e r v i n g i n
Philadelphia. Mackenzie serves at Our
Mother of Sorrows/St. Ignatius of Loyola
School in West Philadelphia as a school
aide. James assists at the Hebrew
Immigration Aid Society (HIAS), helping
refugees and asylees. Kelsey serves as an
administrator-coordinator at the
Augustinian Defenders of the Rights of the
Poor (ADROP), part of the Justice and
Peace Ministries of the Province of St.
Thomas of Villanova.

Five Volunteers serve in San Diego.
Steph Gioioso (left) and Claire Live
(second-from-right) are registered
nurses at Saint Vincent de Paul Village
Family Health Center. Brenda Zamora
(middle) and Mickey Palmasani (right)
serve at Saint Patrick School as a
teacher’s aide and as a physical
education and computer teacher,
respectively. At St. Augustine High
School, Stephen Forster (second-fromleft) is serving in the campus ministry
office.

Peru Community

Ventura Community

The 2018 international volunteers will depart for Peru in
January. Vanessa Pérez, Jennifer Brady and Kate Foley will be
serving in various capacities, including teaching English classes,
assisting in health offices at the parish and diocesan levels, and
working at a community center for women. Upon arrival in
Peru, each volunteer will take part in a home-stay experience
with a Peruvian family, where each will learn more about the
culture and language. After that they will move into their
community home.

This year Darcy Wood, Meghan Wiseman and Matt Swensen are
living and serving in the Ventura, Calif. area. Matt is serving at
Villanova Preparatory School, an Augustinian high school,
assisting in campus ministry, where he helps to coordinate
retreats, service projects and more. Darcy is serving at HELP of
Ojai, providing case-management services to the homeless and
low-income residents in the entire Ojai area. Meghan is at Our
Lady of the Assumption School as a teacher aide where she fills

Please consider a gift to the Augustinian Fund in support of
the Volunteers who are serving in the U.S. and in Peru.
Donate online at www.augustinianfund.org/donate or mail
your check to the Office of Advancement, 214 Ashwood
Road, Villanova, PA 19085.

Let your abundance supply their need.
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Welcome back Chulucanas, Peru AVs!
Prayer, Pizza, Peru
Patrick McDonell, Peru
I muttered a curse word under my breath before
heading out into the unforgiving summer sun in
Peru to find flour. I was making the dough for a
pizza we were going to eat later that night and
had just realized by staring at an off-white soupy
mixture and an empty bag that I had nowhere
near enough flour to finish the job. Turns out
that using a large coffee mug to roughly
estimate a cup was a poor decision. I learn
something in Peru everyday.
It was the middle of March, the end of summer
here and the beginning of our community’s time
living together under the same corrugated-metal
roof. We had been in Peru for almost two
months, having spent a large portion of that with
different host families, and it rained every day.
Every single day. Hard. In addition to the ins and
outs of cooking schedules and figuring out who
would sweep, pulling out buckets and plastic
tupperware to catch rain leaking through our

roof was part of our community experience from Community, like Spanish, is an experience of
the beginning. We would interrupt prayer nights constantly moving goalposts – even as I enter
to quickly lay towels down in trouble spots and further into community, I just become more
watch the water rushing down our street rise to aware of the areas where I mess up. It has only
within inches of our front door. Moreover, due to been by giving up the idea of ever being good at
the rains, my community member Elizabeth and I community and learning patience with myself
were not working, as the schools delayed for that I have been able to create a community
weeks waiting for the rain to stop. We were wet, with my two wonderful compañeras.
hot, mosquito-bitten, and bored in a strange
place.
This all took its toll. I struggled to fight off selfpity, knowing that the rain had left me
uncomfortable while others were rendered
literally homeless. My temper was shorter and
my thoughts darker. At one particularly cringeworthy moment, I sharply commented to my
community mate that she “did a lot of laundry.”
Starting off in community is hard on any

Pat’s community, eating pizza!

continent, but, after a year in Baltimore with a That night, we pulled the pizza out of the oven
different group as a Jesuit Volunteer, this was my and gathered around our table, each a little
second year of community living. Wasn’t I broken in our own way. “We should light the
supposed to be good at community? Why didn’t I prayer candle,” Erica suggested. “It feels like one
of those moments.” We said a prayer in the

feel like it?

candlelight, sharing love and fellowship and a
I hoped that this pizza could be a turnaround: an common hope that the rain would end soon. The
apology for my mood, a comfort food to lift our candle stayed lit through each slice of pizza, and
spirits, and an act of love for a community I was it never felt like the prayer really stopped.
struggling to enter into. Determined, I went shop Indeed, community is a prayer: continually
to shop asking about “harina” in my heavy finding and honoring God in each other. Albeit,
American accent, eventually finding a store that it’s a prayer that I am not and will never be good
had flour almost a mile from our house. I added at. But it’s a prayer that has kept me grounded
cup after cup (avoiding the coffee mug this time) and given me purpose. It’s one that I want to
until finally the dough had the right consistency. keep on praying.
We would have about three times as much
dough as I intended, but pizza dinner was back It never rained that night.
Pat in the Andes Mountains

on.

Mark Your
Calendars!

February 14-March 29, 2018
Daily Lenten Reflections
Reminders to come
Sunday, June 24, 2018 End of the Year
Mass & Brunch
Stay tuned for details!

Please contact the AV office at osavol@gmail.com or
610-527-3330 ext. 291 if you are interested
in attending any of these events or
learning more about them.

7

Augustinian Friars

P.O. Box 340
214 Ashwood Rd.
Villanova, PA
19085-0340

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Broomall , PA 19008
Permit No. 116

Province of
Saint Thomas of Villanova

Made by Ioannis, third-grader at St. Patrick School in San Diego, Calif.

