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From the Director’s Desk...
Dear Friends and Family of the AVs,
This month, we will welcome home our domestic
volunteers who have been serving in various
communities since August. While the summer
months represent a transition period for both our
incoming and outgoing domestic volunteers, our
volunteers serving in Peru are just approaching the
middle of their volunteer experience. In July, I will
be traveling to Chulucanas, Peru to visit our
volunteers and facilitate a mid-year retreat.
I often reFlect on the uniqueness of being able to
travel to Chulucanas so frequently in my role as
director. In many ways, Chulucanas can feel a world
away from my home in Philadelphia. I often marvel
how my journey begins by Flying out of a modern,
major U.S. city, and ends over a day later by taking a
bus ride through the desert to la tierra del mango, el
límon, y la cerámica. In Chulucanas, I trade my
subway pass for small change for a moto ride, air
conditioning for an oscillating fan, and my native

English Fluency for unpolished Spanish. Yet despite
the distance and the differences, arriving in
Chulucanas always feels like visiting a dear friend.
Chulucanas is Filled with a community of people
who have befriended and supported the
Augustinian Volunteers over the last 15 years. While
these individuals are beloved by volunteers who
have served in Chulucanas, distance and language
barriers prevent others involved with the
Augustinian Volunteers to know this community. In
this newsletter, we are excited to be able to
introduce to you some of the people who have
walked with our volunteers during their time
serving in Peru. We are grateful for their hospitality
and their willingness to partner with us in this
journey of service, community, and spirituality.
Thank you,

Joanna L. Bowen
Director of the Augustinian Volunteers

Augustinian Volunteers are Catholic men and women who wish to serve God’s people in partnership with
the Augustinians and others. The service of the volunteers is with established educational, social and
health programs and varies according to the needs of the sponsoring site and the individual volunteer.
The experience of the Augustinian Volunteers is designed to facilitate a person’s desire to serve others. It
is also focused on the volunteer’s personal and spiritual development in the Augustinian tradition. By
building and living in community with other volunteers and forming relationships with local Augustinian
communities, the volunteers' lives will be enriched as they enrich the lives of others.

Starting The Fire

A Look Back at the Stove-Building Project
in Chulucanas
The exact beginnings of the stove-building project cannot be pinpointed, but like many successful
ventures, it began with a problem. At the time (the early 2000s), many women in Chulucanas and the
surrounding area prepared meals on an open Fire inside their home. The open Flame created a safety
hazard for children and others trying to move about in a small area, sometimes leading to severe
burns. Without proper ventilation, this method of cooking also trapped toxic smoke from decaying
wood inside, which caused serious eye and lung problems, especially for women. Recognizing the
need for a safer way of preparing meals, Haynes Cordova, a parishioner at the Augustinian Parish, San
Jose Obrero, became the head of the stove-building project, partnering with the local diocese. The raw
materials for the project cost approximately $25 and the families who received stoves contributed
both time and money. Still, constructing stoves in a timely fashion required quite a bit of labor.
When the Augustinian Volunteers First began exploring the possibility of an international site in
Chulucanas, the stove project was a natural Fit for young volunteers interested in serving in and
learning from a different culture. As Peru alum Roger Yeung explains, building stoves was not simply a
matter of improving safety, “The purpose of the stove wasn't just to provide a safe cooking area but to
also address the medical issues from cooking inside the house and the way women are viewed in
Chulucanas. The machismo in that culture is very prevalent and the simple act of a woman being able
to stand while cooking was a way of helping their self-esteem and break down stigmas of what
women were perceived as when providing for their family.” He says, “The program was also about
outreach and community involvement. We weren't just giving stoves away for free, but it was a
communal thing where towns would elect certain families to help receive them.” Augustinian
Volunteers serving in Chulucanas
worked with Haynes on the stove project
from 2003 until 2009, when every family
who had wanted a stove had received
one.

Did you hear...?
A few updates from the AV
world…

1. Catholic Volunteer
Network Features
Reflections from
Recent Alumni
The Catholic Volunteer Network
featured reflections from Rory
Magargee (Chicago 20142 015 ) a n d M i k e B u c a r i a
(Ventura 2014-2015) as part of
their blog series, “I Chose
Service.” Read about Rory and
Mike’s experiences at
www.catholicvolunteernetwork.
blogspot.com

2. Augustinians Friars
Gather for First North
American Convocation
Augustinians from all three
provinces in North America will
come together for the first time
at Villanova University this
month. The friars in attendance
will discuss continued
collaboration across provinces.

3. Alum to Become
Director of the
National Shrine of St.
Rita of Cascia
Augustinian Volunteer alum,
C h e s l ey Tu r n e r ( L a w re n c e
2010-2011), has been named
the Director of the National
Shrine of St. Rita of Cascia in
South Philadelphia. Chesley will
spearhead a renewed
approach to Augustinian
ministry and presence.

4. Exciting New
Service
Site
Partnership in
Philadelphia

Top: John Enny and Matt O’Malley (Peru 2004-2005) with Haynes Cordova (right); Bottom: Matt with
local Chulucanas resident; Right: Roger Yeung and Katie Pheasant (Peru 2005-2006) building together
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Beginning in August with the
new class of volunteers, the AV
program will partner with HIAS
Pennsylvania. HIAS provides
legal and supportive services to
immigrants, refugees and
asylum seekers from all
backgrounds.

Volunteer Blogs: How are our current AVs doing?
(In)Dependence

One Smile and I’m Hooked

Teaching P.E. at a grade school is far from predictable; in fact the
unpredictability is what is predictable. One day everyone wants to
participate and the next day everyone wants to talk about their
upcoming weekend. Amidst this unpredictability, one thing has rung
true, the students at St. Patrick’s have taught me how dependent we are
on one another.

My whole life I have always enjoyed working with children. Their
energy and potential to achieve drives me to be a better person every
day. I have always been a sucker when those faces smile at me. Since I
was Fifteen I have been working in school settings with students from
grades K-5. Even with all that experience nothing prepared me for how
these children in West Philly would change my life. My experience as an
AV has changed my perspective on student life and privileges that
people do not
re a l i z e t h e y
have. When
First working
at Our Mother
of Sorrows/ St.
Ignatius school
I could see
c l e a r
differences
between the
s c h o o l s I ’ ve
known in my
lifetime and
this inner city
school. I never
realized that
Emma (left) with her
every school is
community member,
not guaranteed
Emerald
a park for kids
to play in, athletic equipment, art materials,
etc. These things are a privilege, not a right. For my year of service I was
placed at this school to be a teacher’s aide for the pre-K, K, 1st, and 2nd
grades. I am extremely grateful for this opportunity.

Rodrigo Rivera, San Diego

Emma Caffey, Philadelphia

Everyone remembers middle school P.E. class. There were those kids
who were already destined for athletic greatness, other students who
could not be motivated to move their feet even if their life depended on
it, and the majority of the kids who are stuck somewhere in the middle.
So, when I make four squads for a month long soccer unit there is a
plethora of complaining. The teams are inevitably unfair or one team is
automatically going to win because of who is on that team. However,
the magic immediately starts once the whistle blows.
Over the next 50 minutes I hear complaints ranging from Johnny saying
Dan is not trying hard enough or Tony accusing Eric of not passing the
ball. These complaints continue throughout the month. However, as the
month progresses one of the teams slowly creeps up as the winning
team. They do not dominate the other teams, but class session after
class session they win their games. I begin to look at the four teams and
realize what is happening. It seems that one of the teams has an
athletically gifted student who complains and tries to do it all himself.
Yet, the team that continues to win has an equally athletic student who
takes the time to coach his team, and continues to support the students
who do not participate as actively. This trend is not unique to the soccer
unit. It has stayed true throughout all the units we have had from
football to handball to hockey to lacrosse and basketball.
Observing this particular trend in my students made me realize that I
should take some time to reFlect on my own life. What are the gifts I’ve
been given? How do I use
those gifts for the beneFits of
others? And perhaps more
importantly, who are the
people in my life who lift me
up by sharing their gifts with
me? It was easy to turn to my
current community as
examples of the last
question. Emily, Sarah, and
Jon have been constant
s o u rc e s o f g row t h a n d
comfort throughout the last
9 months. We have learned
from one another’s life
experiences; both the good
and the bad. We have taught
each other how to celebrate
the wonders of simple living,
Rodrigo teaching P.E.
and how to awe at the new
at St. Pat’s
city we now call home.
Perhaps most importantly though, is the lesson of dependence they
have taught me. Without all of us, our community would not work.

One of my biggest challenges from this year has been realizing the
reality of these students’ lives and learning about their experiences
outside of school. Students don’t always have a good home support
system and parents/adults who will take the time to sit down and work
with them after school. Because of this, the teachers realize they need to
work twice as hard to help their students learn in order for them to
have the greatest chance of success. The faculty is a family at this school
and we all work together to make the day run smoothly. I do my best to
be a good example for these students and make sure they know I will be
a support for them in any way I can. I love every day that I get to be at
my service site helping out these classes. Knowing that these students
count on me to be at work everyday and help them with tests or play
with them outside makes me feel I have a sense of purpose in life.
Through this experience I have decided to pursue a degree in early
childhood education after my year of service.
My greatest joy during my year has been being able to see the progress
my students have made. In the other times in my life that I have worked
in a school, I have never been given the opportunity to do an entire year
from start to Finish with a class. I feel like a proud parent when they
come up to me to show me how well they did on a test or read me a
story they have been struggling with. Like all children they laugh, sing,
dance, and play together. You would never know the kind of pain some
of these students carry just by looking at them. I love being a part of
that happiness. Teaching them how important school is and showing
them what kind of opportunities are out there for them gives me hope
that these students will create better lives for themselves. Being an
Augustinian Volunteer is a great honor and the most humbling
experience I have had.

So whether it is a student coaching their classmates in a simple game of
soccer or a community supporting you throughout the year, I have seen
God in the “other” during my AV experience. I have learned that to be
successful I must use my gifts to help others and accept the gifts others
offer me. SelFishness leads to losing soccer games. Winning requires
acknowledging that everyone, no matter who they are, is important to
scoring that goal.
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Bishop Dan Turley, O.S.A.

Bishop of Chulucanas

Since the Augustinian Volunteers first began serving in Peru over a decade
ago, Bishop Dan Turley, O.S.A., has acted as an unofficial spiritual mentor for
volunteers in Chulucanas. Volunteers share their

faith

and often

experience deep spiritual growth throughout the year.

“

I believe that an important part of the Augustinian
Volunteers’ experience is to share their faith experience with
our people of Chulucanas. There are many opportunities to
share the faith. Also, there is a lot of sharing of hope. The
volunteers give a lot of hope to those whom they serve;
however, they, the volunteers gain a great deal from the
people who many times have so very little, but have such
great faith and hope. The life experiences truly help the
volunteers to come to a deeper respect for the dignity of each
person and they begin to see even more that material things
are not nearly as important as are our spiritual values.
“h

Left: Lola, Chantelle Davis (Peru 2013) and
Sister Roxana at Centro Pastoral
Right: AV Bridget Hennessy (left, Peru 2016)
with Lola, during the U.S. medical campaigns
that visit Chulucanas twice a year.

”

Current Peru volunteers (Pat McDonell (left),
Elizabeth Houbeck (second-from-right) and
Erica Peters (right) join Bishop Dan for Mass at
the nursing home where the Pequenas
Apóstoles de la Redención care for the elderly.

Service Site Supervisor,

Lola Chavez

Lola Chavez is a service site supervisor at Centro Pastoral, the diocesan outreach
center which provides much needed health services to the people of Chulucanas.
Service partnerships embody a spirit of

collaboration where each volunteer

is able to use their unique skills to meet needs identified by the local community.

“

The volunteers support our work in the
area of health and they take on
responsibilities and together we fulHill
our work goals and achieve our
objectives. It's important because they
contribute to the social work and help
us a lot with the medical campaigns as
translators and with other missions of
students as guides and leaders of these
groups.

CHU
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The Cordova Family, Host Family
A unique aspect of the volunteer year in Peru is homestays. Each year, volunteers
spend the first month of their experience living with and learning from local families
in Chulucanas. The Cordova family has welcomed volunteers into their home from
the beginning,

“

The Peru 2016 community Bridget Hennessy
(left), Taylor De La Pena (second-from-right) and
Kiely Kreitzberg (right) with the Cordova Family.

sharing culture and friendship.

When the volunteers Hirst came, they gave their friendship, trust,
conHidence and affection and brought us a beautiful message of
brotherhood/sisterhood. Their values, experiences and culture that
they share with us is very different than ours. They give us their
friendship and when they return to their country they leave a void in
our hearts. In our house we feel they are like part of our family and
when they return to their country I am very grateful some remember
us by writing to us or sending us a package and I hope they continue.

Service Site Partner,

Yenny” Fernandez Pasache
“

After thirteen years of service in Chulucanas, the Augustinian Volunteers have become mainstays of the community, developing

friendships year after year with service site partners like Yenny Fernandez Pasache. Nearly nine classes of volunteers have
worked alongside Yenny at Santisima Cruz, the local parochial school staffed by Augustinian friars.

“

It is very important (to have volunteers at Santisima Cruz) because they help students improve their English. Santisima Cruz is the
only school in all of Chulucanas that has an American presence. It is important because when the graduating students begin
studying at the university, they are able to speak English and are at a higher level. It is important because the students are able to
listen to a native speaker. For me, each of the volunteers has been very important because I have learned a lot and improved my
English. I will always feel very grateful and blessed to have known them. I have had an experience with each of the volunteers that
I want to remain with me.
“

”

In 2002, the first Peru Volunteers, Kevin Martin and
Shawn Chase arrived in Chulucanas without formal service
placements or even a volunteer community home. Living at the
Obispado (the bishop’s residence), the pair were in Chulucanas
for only a portion of their volunteer experience, spending the

Peru 2013 AV Brit DeLine (left) with Yenny, at a
city-wide school parade.

remainder of their year serving in the Bronx. Though the current
volunteer experience in Peru bears little resemblance to the early
years, the same spirit of openness and excitement can still be felt
among each class of volunteers as they arrive in Chulucanas for
the first time. As local Augustinian communities change, service
site partnerships evolve and new AVs arrive each year, a unique
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faith, collaboration,
sharing and friendship

culture of
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has emerged.

Thank you to all those who donated to the Augustinian Fund in support of the
Augustinian Volunteers in 2016-2017
(Please note the list of donors below is only those whose donations we received between June 2016 - May 2017)

A
Sue and Scott
Allen
Yara Ashrawi
B
Elizabeth Baratta
Sarah and Jon
Baroud
Georgette and
Drew Bauman
Darcy and Edward
Beglane
Marcy and Arthur
Bieneman
Margaret and Lino
Boulhosa
Lynn and Jim Bowen
Jeanne and Joseph Boyle
Monica and Edmund
Bradford
Constance and Warren
Brayley
Maureen and John
Brennan
C
Rachel Caffey
Anne and Michael
Callahan
Hugh and Cheryl
Campbell
Marianne Caprio
Diane and Raymond
Caprio
Daisy and William Carey
Robert Carey
Karina and William
Carey
Marianne and John Carr
Lillian Cassutt
Chicago Federation of
Labor
Marilyn and James
Christy
Louise and Stephen
Cirame
Sinead Cloughley
Mary and Ed Coffey
Frances and Anthony
Colace
Amanda and Charles
Connolly
Vickie and James
Connolly

Michael and Jackie
Connor
Martha and Dick Coyle
Florence and Michael
Cunningham
Michael Cunningham
D
Karen and Thomas Daly
Helen and Michael Daly
Brittany Daniels
Daniel Delaney
Kelly and Daniel Delaney
Cynthia and Cordell
De La Pena
Mary and Keith
DeMatteis
Constance and Leonard
Denisewicz
Charles Dennis
Nancy and Thomas
DePoy
Claire DeStefano
Viola and Thomas
Devinney
Amy and Patrick
DiDomenico
Michael Donovan
Loretta and Thomas
Dugan
E
Cara and John Enny
Louis Ernst, S.M.
Ethridge, Quinn, Kemp,
McAuliffe, Rowan &
Hartinger Law
Partners
Eileen and Robert Evans
F
Karen and Gary Farley
Mary and Paul Ferguson
Lindsay Field
Dan and Sara Flynn
G
Teddie Gallagher
Emma Gallagher
Kathryn and Gregory
Getek Soltis
Taylor Gostomski
Marie and Michael
Graney
H
Diana and Frederick
Hafner
Charles Heffernan

Alyssa and Ryan
Heffernan
Barbara and Charles
Heffernan
Michael Heisler
Diane and Robert Heisler
Michelle and Kevin
Hennessy
Phyllis Henry
Sister Henry
Tara and Stuart Hill
Annabel and Joseph
Hoffman
Eldena Houlihan
I
Jesse Imbriano
J
Kathryn and Jeffrey
Jaenicke
The Jaenicke Charitable
Fund
Elizabeth and Levi Jette
Nishant Jhaveri
Nicholas Jordan
K
Patricia and Joseph
Keefer
Grace Keyes
Marie Kingsbury
Kirkland & Ellis
Foundation
Patricia and John Knebels
Ryan Kober
Bunny Krueger
Diane and George
Kunberger
Katherine and Wendy
Kurtz
L
Margaret Lacour
Hannah and Craig Lakin
Elizabeth and James
Lauer
Bridget Lemke
Greg Lill
Colleen and Robert
Lindberg
Patricia and Roger
Linnemann
Prima and Eko Lisuwandi
Mary Joan and Edward
Liva
Aakruti and Edward Liva
Carmela Lonergan
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M
Jeanette and Robert
Mac Innis
Norma Magargee
Filomena Magavero
William Malarkey
Christy and Kevin Martin
Catherine McCarthy
Memorial Trust Fund
Amy and Michael
McCauley
Maryann and Thomas
McGivney
Sean McGuire
Shelby McIntyre
Elinor and John McIntyre
Lisa Mehalick
Merion Mercy Academy
Angela Monaco
Cheryl Mrazik
Mercedes Murphy
Richard Murphy
Katherine Murray
N
Christine Nass
O
Meg and Matt O'Neill
Sharon and Tip O'Neill
Megan and Paul Ostick
P
Martha Pannepacker
Carrie and Michael
Paston
Brittany Patten
Margaret June Persicketti
Tony Persicketti
Regina and Christian
Petrangeli
Alice Phelps
Laura and Thomas
Polischuk
Q
Jeanne Qualter
R
Al Randall
Barbara Randall
Caroline and Greg
Reintjer
Carmen Reyes
Kathleen and Lawrence
Rosen
Diane and Peter Rowland
S
Patricia Sack

S
Saint Augustine High
School
Saint Gobain Corporation
Foundation
Saint Joseph Parish
Saint Thomas of Villanova
Parish
Sharon Salerno
Celeste Salerno
Julie and Christopher
Scharff
Chris Schettini

Thomas Schwendler
Susanna Seibert
Alice Shaughnessy
Mary and Kirk Shawhan
Aashini Shrivastav
Margaret and William Sly
Lyn Smith
Lorraine Spista
Margaret Springer
Patricia and Charles
Stickney
Elizabeth and Charles
Strauss

T
Clare and Christopher
Tayback
Marcelyn and Donald
Theobald
Chesley Turner
V
Derik Velasco
Villanova University
Patti and Jesse Villarreal
W
Laura Walker

Leslie and Robert
Wheelock
Mary and Michael
Wirshup
Maureen and Daniel
Wiseman
Molly Wiseman
Lorraine Witt
Y
Carrie and Roger Yeung
Margaret Yott

We greatly appreciate your generosity and support!
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WWW.AUGUSTINIANVOLUNTEERS.ORG/SUPPORT

Mark your
Calendars!

Sunday, June 25, 2017 at 10am
Domestic End of the Year Mass & Brunch
Villanova University, Corr Chapel
Sunday, August 27, 2017
Commissioning Mass and Dinner
Location TBA

Please contact the AV office at osavol@gmail.com or
610-527-3330 ext. 291 if you are interested
in attending any of these events
or learning more about them.
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