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As Thanksgiving ends and Advent begins, I find
myself reflecting on the many blessings bestowed on
the Augustinian Volunteer community. This past
August, we welcomed 17 volunteers to the program
who bring new life and energy to their service sites
and communities. We continue to be grateful for the
dedication and commitment of these young people.
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One of my favorite parts of my work as a member of
the Augustinian Volunteer staff, is the opportunity to
interview and review applicants who are interested in
the program. I always find it fascinating to learn
about what draws people to a year of service,
specifically with the Augustinian Volunteers. As we
journey with our volunteers, I enjoy observing how
the experience unfolds for each of them, and if the
most powerful pieces of the experience were what
they had expected many months before when we
interviewed them.
I am also always interested in how volunteers come
to know about the program. Of course, it is not
uncommon for volunteers to join the AVs because

they have already been part of an Augustinian
ministry. However, as our program continues to grow,
so does our network. Across the country, we have
alumni, friends, and supporters that share the mission
of the Augustinian Volunteers with young adults.
In this issue of Insights, we explore the multitude of
ways that each volunteer came to be part of the 17th
class of AVs. This class is particularly diverse, not just
because they come from a variety of states, colleges,
and universities but also because of the many ways
they learned about the AVs. Collectively, their stories
represent the many avenues that we pursue to recruit
volunteers. We hope that you will enjoy reading
about each of them and their unique path to the AVs.
May this Advent season be a time filled with peace
and reflection for you and your families.
Thank you,

Joanna L. Bowen

Director, Augustinian Volunteers

Community.

Augustinian Volunteers are Catholic men and women who wish to serve God’s people in partnership with
the Augustinians and others. The service of the volunteers is with established educational, social and
health programs and varies according to the needs of the sponsoring site and the individual volunteer.

Spirituality.

The experience of the Augustinian Volunteers is designed to facilitate a person’s desire to serve others. It
is also focused on the volunteer’s personal and spiritual development in the Augustinian tradition. By
building and living in community with other volunteers and forming relationships with local Augustinian
communities, the volunteers' lives will be enriched as they enrich the lives of others.

Service.

Remembering Father
John Denny, O.S.A.
A Reflection from the AV Staff
On Monday June 20, 2016, Fr. John Denny, O.S.A. passed away from
complications due to a short but fierce battle with cancer. As many know, Fr.
Denny was loved dearly by the many communities he encountered at Msgr. Bonner
High School, Villanova University, Our Mother of Good Counsel Parish, St. Margaret
of Scotland in Maggie Valley, North Carolina, and of course, the Augustinian
Volunteers. Fr. Denny was a friend and mentor to many AV alums. Over the years,
Fr. Denny stayed connected to the Augustinian Volunteers in many ways. During
the 2001-2002 volunteer year, the Camden community forged a close bond with
him, as they would often visit the community at Burns Hall, where he lived. Former
director, April Gagne (San Diego ‘00-‘01, Camden ‘01-‘02) remembers, “One of our
favorite things about going to Burns Hall (other than the delicious meals from Fr.
Joe Mostardi, of course) was spending time with Fr. Denny. He always had a way
of making us feel welcome whether it was through his booming laughter, sharing
embarrassing or funny stories about Fr. Joe, inviting us on retreats, or connecting
us with his brother and sister-in-law who were former Jesuit Volunteers. Many of
our funniest memories of our time at Burns Hall were shared with Fr. Denny. We
also knew it would be a fun night when we pulled up to Burns Hall and saw Fr.
Denny's car parked outside.”
Fr. Denny joined the AV Advisory Council in the fall of 2006. Upon being
transferred to Maggie Valley in the fall of 2007, he was no longer able to serve on
the council, but happily rejoined in the fall of 2011, when he returned to Bryn
Mawr, and served until his death.
As a staff, we are grateful for
the insights that Fr. Denny
shared with us in that forum
and for reviewing applications
with both a critical eye and an
open mind. If we shared
challenges that a community
was facing, he helped us arrive
at a solution. Outside of the
Advisory Council meetings, he
welcomed volunteers to his
community during Orientation
and served his famous roast
pork. He made sure to invite
his parish staff so that both
they and the volunteers could
meet others who were
committed to serving alongside
the Augustinians.
We wi l l mis s his
wisdom, guidance, stories, and
perhaps most of all, his
friendship. God Bless, Fr.
Denny; you are missed already.

Did you hear...?
A few updates from the AV
world…
1. New Website

The AVs are launching a brand new
website! Added to the site will be an
online application, streamlined visitor
experience, embedded social media
and a mobile friendly interface. Visit us
at our new home
www.AugustinianVolunteers.org

2. AV Alums Hired at Service
Sites
At the conclusion of the 2015-2016
volunteer year, four volunteers accepted
full-time jobs with their service sites:
Derik Velasco (Lawrence Catholic
Academy, Lawrence), Deena Prescavage
(Habitat for Humanity, Chicago), Patty
Boland (St. Patrick’s School, San Diego)
and Nicole Quirk (St. Augustine High
School, San Diego). This is a testament
to the commitment and devotion
that our volunteers exhibit at their
service sites.

3. ESPN Infiniti Coaches’
Charity Challenge
Mark your calendars! Starting in early
January 2017, Villanova Men’s Basketball
Head Coach, Jay Wright, will be
participating in the ESPN Infiniti
Coaches’ Charity Challenge. Coach
Wright will be competing against 48
other NCAA Division I coaches in an
online competition to win $100,000 for
the Augustinian Fund. Fans can vote at
espn.com/infiniti every day, once a day.
The Augustinian Fund supports the
ministries of the Augustinians, including
the Augustinian Volunteers. We thank
you for your support.

4. Augustinian High Schools
Announce New Leadership
St. Augustine Preparatory School in
Richland, N.J. recently announced that
Father Bob Murray will be succeeding
Father Don Reilly as President at the
conclusion of the 2016-2017 school
year. Father Reilly will be joining the
leadership of Malvern Preparatory
School as the 14th Head of School.

Please keep in your prayers...
International volunteers returning from their year of service, and those preparing to leave in
January.
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VOLUNTEERS BY NUMBERS
A Look at the Top Colleges and Universities for Augustinian Volunteers
Over its 17 year history, the Augustinian Volunteers have welcomed applicants from colleges and universities across the United States.
The graphs below show some of the schools that volunteers from the past seven years have attended. While the AVs continue to attract
applicants from Augustinian schools, relationships have also been developed with other institutions that have a strong commitment to
service, particularly those in the Catholic tradition.

Villanova University
Merrimack College
St. Joseph's University
University of Notre Dame

Catholic

St. Anselm College

Public

Private

Mount St. Mary's University

14%
7%

St. Mary's University, Texas
University of San Diego
Stonehill College
Assumption College
Boston College

79%

Loyola University of Chicago
St. Edward's University
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Pittsburgh
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

BE PART OF THE FUTURE

How You Can Help Build the Next Generation of Augustinian Volunteers
Follow the AVs on

Share Your Experience of

Promote the AVs in Your

Social Media and Like or

the AVs with Others

Community

Share Posts
The Augustinian Volunteers are
social! You can follow the AVs
on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram. Like or share posts,
tweets and pictures or create
your own.

Whether you are an
Augustinian Volunteer alum, a
parent or family member of an
AV, someone who has gotten
to know a volunteer serving in
your community or a supporter
of the AV program, you have
an experience to share!
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Are you involved in your
parish? Consider asking your
pastor how you can you spread
the word about post-graduate
service. Do you work in a field
that connects you with college
students or young adults?
Contact the AV staff to receive
recruitment flyers.

The Road Less Traveled
In August, we welcomed 17 volunteers

Emily Persicketti and Jon Heisler:
Augustinian High Schools

hailing from 11 states and 12 universities
across the country. The diversity of this
class is reflected in the path that each

Emily and Jon, who are both serving in San
Diego, CA, attended Augustinian High Schools.

volunteer took to discovering the
AVs. Here we explore the

Emily, is an alumna of Providence Catholic High
School, located outside of Chicago. Jon is an

different journeys that led

alumnus of Malvern Preparatory School in the

the current volunteers

western suburbs of Philadelphia. In addition to

to the Augustinian

Providence Catholic and Malvern Prep, alumni

Volunteers.

from Monsignor Bonner High School, St.
Augustine’s Prep, St. Rita High School, Cascia
Hall Preparatory School, and St. Augustine
High School, have served as Augustinian

Rodrigo Rivera:
Villanova University

Volunteers.

Audrey Connolly:
Sibling Connection

Rodrigo, a current volunteer in San Diego,
C A , lear ned about t he Augustinian
Volunteers during his time as a student at
Villanova University. Through activities in
Campus Ministry, Rodrigo first became

Audrey, who is serving in

connected with Augustinian Friars, including

Lawrence, MA carries on a

Fr. Joe Mostardi, founding director, who

family commitment of

encouraged him to consider the Augustinian

service with the Augustinian

Volunteers for his post-graduate plan. Since

Volunteers. Her older sister,

the inception of the Augustinian Volunteers,

Cathryn, served with the

both Villanova University and Merrimack

AVs in 2013-2014 also in

College have a number of alumni who have

Lawrence. Audrey’s cousin,

served as Augustinian Volunteers.

Ed Liva, was a member of
the 2006-2007 class in Chicago. Currently, 14 sets of

Erica Peters:
Service Break Experience

siblings have served as Augustinian Volunteers over the 17
year history.

Erica, a volunteer in Peru, first learned about Chulucanas and the Augustinians through Villanova
University. As a nursing student with strong Spanish proficiency, she was invited to translate for
several nursing service-break experiences that traveled to Chulucanas. Erica’s time in Peru made
it clear that she felt called to return and serve the people of Chulucanas as an Augustinian
Volunteer. Many volunteers’ first encounter with a long-term service experience is due to a shortterm service-learning or justice experience through their college or university.
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Finding their way to the AVs
Emerald Dohleman:
AV Alumni

Elizabeth Houbeck:
Augustinian Parish

Emerald, a current volunteer in Philadelphia,

Elizabeth who is serving in Peru, first

PA who studied at the University of San Diego,

encountered the Augustinians

is a prime example of how volunteers often

because her family is parishioners at

become connected to the AVs through an

St. Matthew Catholic Church in Flint,

alum of the program. Emerald’s involvement

Michigan. Until this past summer, St.

with University Ministry at USD allowed her to

Matthew was sponsored by the

connect with University Minister Andrew

Augustinians. The AV office staff

McMillin, who served in 2007-2008 in Lawrence, MA. Emerald’s

works to connect each year with

path to the AVs is not unusual; many volunteers are encouraged to

Augustinian parishes to promote the

apply after learning that a close mentor or friend is an alumni.

work of the Augustinian Volunteers,
as a number of volunteers have been formed in

Pat, who is serving in
Peru, is a 2015 graduate
of Santa Clara University.

parishes throughout all three provinces in the United

Pat McDonell:
Current Volunteer

States.

Maggie Qualter:
Service Site

While at Santa Clara
University, Pat shared
mutual friends with Kiely Kreitzberg, a
fellow 2015 graduate, and 2016 Peru
volunteer. When Pat began exploring post

Maggie, a volunteer in Lawrence, MA,

graduate service opportunities as his term

first learned about the Augustinian

of service with the Jesuits came to a close,

Volunteers through her brothers, who

he remembered that Kiely was serving

attended St. Rita High School in

with the Augustinian Volunteers. It is not

Chicago, IL. For much of her brothers’

uncommon t hat cur rent volunt eers

tenure at St. Rita, an AV was serving in

encourage a peer to take part in the AVs.

t he sc hool community. Maggie’s
journey to the AVs is a great example
of one of the goals of the program; to

Erica Papkee:
Volunteer Fair

present a model to high school students
that a year of service is a possibility
after college.

Erica, who is currently serving in Ventura, CA, attended a post-graduate volunteer
fair at Boston College, her alma mater, during her junior year of college. After
speaking with an alumnus representing the AVs, Erica knew she wanted to be part of the
AVs. Each fall, colleges and universities across the country host post-graduate volunteer
fairs that a member of the AV staff or a local alum attends. These events provide
opportunities to share the work of the AVs with interested college students.
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Meet our current Augustinian Volunteers...

Lawrence Community
Annie McAuliffe, Maggie Qualter and
Audrey Connolly are spending their AV
year in the Merrimack Valley. At
Lawrence Catholic Academy in South
Lawrence, both Annie and Audrey take
on a number of responsibilities each
day, including substitute teaching,
assisting in the after-school program
and administrative tasks. Maggie is
serving at Merrimack College in North
Andover in the campus ministry office,
where she coordinates weekly service
experiences for students.

Philadelphia Community
This year Emma Caffey and Emerald
Dohleman are living and serving in
various placements in Philadelphia.
Emma serves at Our Mother of Sorrows/
Saint Ignatius of Loyola School in West
Philadelphia as a teacher aide. Emerald
i s s e r v i n g a s t h e a d m i n i s t ra t o r
coordinator at the Augustinian
Defenders of the Rights of the Poor
(ADROP), part of the Justice and Peace
Ministries of the Province of St. Thomas
of Villanova.

Peru Community

San Diego Community
There are four volunteers serving in San
Diego this year. Emily Persicketti is in a
nursing position at Saint Vincent de Paul
Village Family Health Center. Sarah
Gloninger and Rodrigo Rivera are both
at Saint Patrick School serving in
different capacities; Sarah as a before
and after-school coordinator and pre-K
teacher aide, and Rodrigo as a physical
education and computer teacher. At
Saint Augustine High School, Jon Heisler
is serving in the campus ministry office,
assisting in planning retreats and service
opportunities for students.

Ventura Community

Because the international volunteers run on a different service
schedule, they will not depart for Peru until the middle of
January. Three volunteers will be serving in Peru for the
upcoming year. Erica Peters, Pat McDonell and Elizabeth
Houbeck will be serving in various capacities, including teaching
English classes, assisting in health offices at the parish and
diocesan levels, and working at a community center for
women. Upon arrival in Peru, each volunteer will take part in a
home-stay experience with a Peruvian family, where they will
learn more about the culture and language. After that they will
move into their community home.

This year Erica Papkee, Bernie Jordan, Anna Piccirilli, and
Brendan Delaney are living and serving in the Ventura, Calif. area.
Erica Papkee is serving at Villanova Preparatory School, an
Augustinian high school, assisting in campus ministry and student
life, where she helps to coordinate retreats, service projects and
more. Bernie is serving at HELP of Ojai, providing case
management services to the homeless and low-income residents
in the area. Anna is at Our Lady of the Assumption School as a
teacher aide. At Saint Bonaventure High School, Brendan works
with both campus ministry and Christian service, and he also
substitute teaches.

Celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Augustinian Fund with a gift in
support of the Augustinian Volunteers serving across the US and Peru.
Donate online today: www.AugustinianFund.org/donate or mail your
check payable to the Augustinian Fund to the Office of Advancement,
214 Ashwood Road, Villanova, PA 19085.
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Welcome back Chulucanas, Peru AVs!
The Service of Living
Taylor De La Pena, Peru

Taylor translating prescription medicine
instructions during a medical campaign.

A few times a year, groups of students from
the United States visit Chulucanas for
weeklong service trips. Usually, on their first
night in Chulucanas my community members
and I reflect with them on their initial
impressions of the city. We are always eager
to hear the students’ observations—after
living here for almost a year, my community
members and I agree that we have become
desensitized to the oddities that initially
surprised us. For this reason, we love
welcoming visitors; through their eyes, it
seems like we, too, can see Chulucanas
again for the very first time.
When we did this reflection with one of the
more recent trips, many of the students’
observations seemed trivial. “I wasn’t
expecting all the mototaxis,” one said.
Another commented on the stray dogs. One
of the boys, in response to seeing humbler
homes, said, “It’s really good that we’re here,
these people really need us.”
My immediate response to this student’s
observation was to dispute his view. “They
don’t ‘need’ us!” I wanted to shout. I thought

of my Peruvian host mother, Marleny.
Marleny is a sassy and generous woman who
rarely verbalizes the abundant love she has
for her family but who shows it in everything
she does. Her love is stewed into the lomo
saltado and sudado she slaves over every
day in the kitchen. Her love is carved into her
face; after years of caring for her own
children and now her grandchildren, her eyes
are edged with laugh lines, frown lines, and
everything in between. And despite her
humble home and her lack of access to
steady healthcare, it seemed to me that
claiming someone like Marleny “needed” any
amount of charity was the epitome of
western hubris.
In a culture where we need extra-curricular
activities to put on college applications and
desire proof of being “socially conscious” on
our resumes, service has become an entity
outside the confines of regular human
interaction. It has become something that
the privileged must bestow upon the lessprivileged. It’s something extra. Something
reserved for those who have time or skills to
donate, or those who are extra selfless or
extra generous. And with this definition
comes the tendency to want to see the fruits
of our labors. We want to quantify exactly
how much we are helping people, or how
much change we have affected. Perhaps
because we want to feel “needed.” Or
perhaps because we just want proof that this
extra effort we’re putting in is worth it.
Don’t get me wrong, I don’t believe these
views of service lessen the good that is done
as a result of it. But I do believe that
Chulucanas has changed my definition of
what it means to serve. In Peru, I don’t see
service as a duty or a necessity. I do not
believe that my presence or influence is
“needed” by people in Chulucanas. I know
that if I were not here, life would continue
the way it always has.

Mark Your
Calendars!

With that in mind, I have found that the
most profound service I can offer is the
service that I believe every human is
indebted to pay to the other. My service in
Chulucanas is the flicker of recognition in my
students’ eyes when they finally understand
a difficult concept. It’s greeting the same
handful of people every morning on the walk
to work, entering into each other’s spheres
for mere moments and reminding each other
that if one of us were to disappear, someone
would notice. It’s Peruvian friends’ laughter
when I mispronounce or misuse words in
Spanish, and it’s my own ability to laugh
along with them. It’s walking back from class
on Friday afternoons with a handful of my
students who live close by, talking about
everything from our plans for the weekend to
our favorite books to politics.

Taylor with her community members
Kiely (center) and Bridget (right)

This kind of service, the sharing pieces of
myself with those around me, doesn’t have
any tangible or measurable results. And yet,
I feel it ripping me open, allowing me to feel
in ways that I hadn’t known existed
previously. It is the service of laughing. It is
the service of learning. It is the service of
sharing. It is the service of listening. It is the
service of acceptance. It is the service of
living.

March 1-April 14, 2017
Daily Lenten Reflections
Reminders to come
Sunday, June 25, 2017 End of the Year
Mass & Brunch
Stay tuned for details!

Please contact the AV office at osavol@gmail.com or
610-527-3330 ext. 291 if you are interested
in attending any of these events or
learning more about them.
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