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Dear Friends, Family and Alumni of the AVs,

Father of the Poor;
Many Paths, A
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As Thanksgiving comes to a close and Advent
begins, I find myself reflecting on the many
blessings bestowed on the Augustinian Volunteer
community. This August, we welcomed 17
volunteers to the program who bring new life and
energy to their service sites and communities. We
continue to be grateful for the dedication and
commitment of these young people.
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These new volunteers also join the larger
Augustinian family. We are grateful to be part of a
community that places a high priority on serving
others. In this issue of Insights, we highlight service
in the spirit of Saint Thomas of Villanova. I truly
believe that the Augustinian Volunteers are a
present day example of Saint Thomas of Villanova’s
ministry as “Father of the Poor.” We hope that our
volunteers continue to prioritize serving others
through their careers and in their families, after
they move on from our program.
Our volunteers do not serve alone. We are also
fortunate to have the opportunity to serve along

other members of the Augustinian family. Our
volunteers interact with parish staff members and
high school and college students who are also
serving in the spirit of Saint Thomas of Villanova. In
this issue, we highlight several individuals who are
part of this unique partnership. We hear from
alumni of Augustinian high schools and colleges,
whose interaction with the Augustinian Volunteers
through a service break experience inspired them to
join the program. We also learn about a parish staff
member, who works to plant the seeds of service
into the minds of high school students by providing
them opportunities to encounter the AVs. Each
person has taken a different path in their call to
service, and this diversity enriches our shared
experiences.
May this Advent season be a time filled with peace
and reflection for you and your families.
Thank you,

Joanna L. Bowen
Director, Augustinian Volunteers

Community.

Augustinian Volunteers are Catholic men and women who wish to serve God’s people in partnership with
the Augustinians and others. The service of the volunteers is with established educational, social and
health programs and varies according to the needs of the sponsoring site and the individual volunteer.

Spirituality.

The experience of the Augustinian Volunteers is designed to facilitate a person’s desire to serve others. It
is also focused on the volunteer’s personal and spiritual development in the Augustinian tradition. By
building and living in community with other volunteers and forming relationships with local Augustinian
communities, the volunteers' lives will be enriched as they enrich the lives of others.

Service.

Getting to Know the
Locals!
One of the joys of being an Augustinian Volunteer is not only being able to live in
community, but also getting to be a part of the greater AV community that consists
of our alumni! We are proud to have over 308 alumni after 15 years of completed
service.

Did you hear...?
A few updates from the AV
world…
1. Augustinian Friar Journeys
to Sainthood
Fr. Bill Atkinson, O.S.A., the first
quadriplegic man to be ordained a
Roman Catholic Priest, has been
identified as a candidate for
canonization, earning the title “Servant
of God.” Fr. Atkinson taught at
Monsignor Bonner High School in Drexel
Hill before his passing in 2006. Members
of the Province of Saint Thomas of
Villanova are currently working to gather
the necessary information to prove that
Fr. Atkinson was a person of “heroic
virtue” and thus worthy of the status of
“Venerable” as deemed by the Vatican.

AVs Past and Present

2. AV Alum Sings at Event
Attended by Pope Francis
Chesley Turner (Lawrence 2010-2011)
sang as part of the Philadelphia Heritage
Chorale at the Festival of Families, which
was part of the World Meeting of
Families that took place during the
Pope’s visit to the United States in
September. Chesley shared the stage
with Andrea Bocelli, Aretha Franklin and
Juanes!

3. ESPN Infiniti Coaches’
Charity Challenge

Over the years, many alumni have settled near our communities in Lawrence,
Chicago, San Diego and Ventura! Whether alumni have stayed on at their service
sites after their own year of service, decided to further their education at a local
university or have settled down with their family near one of our sites, we are
grateful so many alumni still make the time and effort to be involved in our
volunteer communities and lives.
Every year at each site during the October site visits, the staff and current
volunteers host an alumni dinner. This is our main organized event to help alumni
and current AVs connect once the volunteers are on site. However, it is not
uncommon that new volunteers and local alumni have already connected through
work placements or social events.

Starting in early January 2016, Villanova
Men’s Basketball Coach Jay Wright has
designated the Augustinian Fund as his
charity for the ESPN Infiniti Coaches’
Charity Challenge. The coach with the
most votes wins $100,000 for his
charity. Fans can vote at espn.com/
infiniti everyday, once a day! The
Augustinian Fund supports the ministries
of the Augustinians, including the
Augustinian Volunteers. We thank you
for your support!

4. Advent Reflections
Enter into the spirit of the season this
Advent by reading alumni reflections on
our blog (www.osavol.org/blog) each
Sunday. They will focus on the readings
of the day and how they relate to living
in community as an AV, including
questions for reflection.

Please keep in your prayers...
International volunteers returning from their year of service, and those preparing to leave in
January.
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Father of the Poor: Story
of Saint Thomas of
Villanova
Villanova. It’s a name inscribed on a
multitude of buildings on Augustinian
properties. It’s a leafy suburb outside of
Philadelphia. It’s a team talked about on
ESPN.
It’s a name that’s said so often, yet
many do not know the true significance
of the man behind the name. Who was
Saint Thomas of Villanova? Saint
Thomas, known as “Father of the Poor,”
is an Augustinian saint. Around the
world, members of the Augustinian
family, in particular the Augustinian
Volunteers, commit to serving the poor
and needy in the spirit of his legacy.
Saint Thomas of Villanova, was born
Thomas Garcia Martinez in 1486 in
Fuenliana near Toledo, Spain. He was
raised in the town of Villanueva de los
Infantes, which is where his name is
derived. Saint Thomas came of age into
Spain’s prosperous “El Siglo de Oro” or
Golden Age. During this time, Spain
produced rich literature and art, and
experienced unprecedented political
power.
As a young man, Saint Thomas of
Villanova showed academic prowess. In
1512, he became a professor of
Philosophy at the University of Alcala,
where he had also received his master’s

and doctoral degrees. In 1516, the
University of Salamanca, a renowned
university, offered him the chair of
philosophy, which he declined and
instead entered the Augustinian Order.
He was ordained as a priest in 1518 and
quickly became a leader in the Order,
serving as Prior and eventually
Provincial. As Provincial, he was
responsible for sending the first
Augustinian missionaries to minister to
the New World.

Today, Augustinian ministries, including
the AVs, parishes, schools and
universities, live out the message of
Saint Thomas of Villanova through
service to others. They seek to feed the
hungry, shelter the homeless, and care
for the sick. Saint Thomas’s legacy has
become an important part of the
Augustinian charism. It is the “love,” or
caritas, that members of the
Augustinian family pursue when they
seek “Unitas, Veritas and Caritas.”

Much of Saint Thomas’s legacy is
centered on his relationship to the poor
and marginalized. He created many
programs to serve those in need. He
established boarding schools and high
schools. He provided dowries so that
young women could marry with dignity.
He created a soup kitchen in his own
Bishop’s palace and opened his home
for the homeless to sleep.

When Augustinian Volunteers are sent
forth on their year of service, they
receive a t-shirt, with an image of Saint
Thomas of Villanova printed on the
back. The words “The Lord Hears the
Cry of the Poor” frame the image. The
volunteers are asked to wear the shirt
proudly, to remind them of their call to
serve others and to inspire others to
heed the same call. As volunteers, they
will partner with Augustinian parishes
and schools to serve in the same spirit.
They will strive to live a year of life that
is full of love and wisdom, so that they
might be a living an example of the
man behind the name Villanova.

Saint Thomas of Villanova’s words about
serving others resonate today. “Just as
a large hospital, the world is full of
needy and poor people. Do not think,
my brothers and sisters, that the poor
are only those called by that name or
those to whom we give food and
clothing. Is one not poor who lacks
faith, wisdom, common sense, good
judgment, reason, or direction? Do you
feel sorry for those bodily wounds and
not for those of the soul? Open your
eyes, and wherever you look, you will
see a multitude of people who need
your help.”

Left: The Saint Thomas of
Villanova t-shirt given to
volunteers at orientation
each year.

Center: A stained-glass
window of Saint Thomas, an
important figure for the
Augustinians.

Right: A painting of Saint
Thomas of Villanova
depicting him as the Father
of the Poor.
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Many Paths,
Through their ministries, the Augustinian Volunteers have the
unique privilege of working with a variety of Augustinian
schools and parishes nationwide. Internationally in Peru,
volunteers have the opportunity to experience an Augustinian
Mission site while living and serving in Chulucanas. For many
alumni, their time as an Augustinian Volunteer will not be their
only encounter with the Augustinian Order. Some have
encountered the Augustinian charisms as high school or
college students; others may pursue further education or
employment at Villanova or Merrimack. Below, four
individuals detail their experiences of being in service to
others in partnership with the Augustinian Order. Their stories
show the power of an encounter with an Augustinian
Volunteer and highlight a journey that has taken many across
the country and beyond in pursuit of truth, unity and love.

Companions for the Journey

On what she’s learned from the Augustinians:

Jill Ameral received her undergraduate degree at Merrimack College,
an Augustinian institution. She participated in their service break
program to the Bronx, N.Y. where she met the AVs and witnessed
their service and community. After these experiences, Jill became an
AV herself and served in Chicago from 2011-2012. Following her
volunteer year she attended Villanova University to pursue a
graduate degree in education.

The Winding Road of Service

“I learned the importance of building a community and learning from
others. …The Augustinian values have highlighted the need to help
others. I have learned that we are all a community and we must
work to better our community in any way possible.”

Familiarity with Augustinian charisms started early for Katie LeBlanc
as she grew up at Saint Augustine Parish in Andover, Mass. She
continued her education in the Augustinian tradition at Villanova
University. After meandering through different ministry positions at
various parishes for over 30 years, Katie now finds herself back
where it all started at Saint Augustine’s in Andover as their youth
minister. In her role as youth minister, she also has collaborated with
the AVs, periodically, such as inviting volunteers to chaperone on
service trips.

On interactions with the Augustinian Friars:
“During my volunteer year, I was able to get to know the
Augustinians on a more personal level. My community members and
I were able to spend time with the Friars and were always treated
like family.”

On becoming an AV:
“I always knew that I wanted to do a year of service after college
and after that trip [to the Bronx] I knew I wanted to be an AV. I
liked the aspect of having a community. The community members
created strong bonds and were able to share different experiences
with one another. Although everyone had a different job, they were
all working for a common goal - to better the lives of the people
that they were serving.”

UNITAS is the service
program at Saint
Augustine Parish.
AV Alum Br itt any Patt en (lef t),
partnered with Katie as a chaperone
and guide for a UNITAS trip to
Philadelphia in last year.

Jill (second from the left)
with her Chicago community.

Saint Nicholas
o f To l e n t i n e ,
the Augustinian
parish, in the
Bronx.

On how the Augustinian influence has affected her work:
“The program, that comes out of my years at Villanova and growing
up in an Augustinian parish, has taken shape in a program I
developed; UNITAS Service Experiences: U.S.E. Local, and
international volunteering as a way to find oneself and a loving God
who wants to use us.”

At Merrimack, Jill went
on a service trip to the
Bronx and met the AVs.

One Augustinian Family,
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A Common Tradition,
On partnership with the AVs:

On his high school service trip to Lawrence, meeting an
AV community there and how that played a role in
becoming an AV himself:

“Over the years, I have made it a priority to connect with the AV’s
who are serving in our larger community. Beginning the journey of
adulthood by giving of themselves for a year, will never be a
mistake, and I want to affirm their time with gentle, supportive
presence. I try to get the AVs in front of teens, whether it be for a
day of service or even a week mission trip; if that can happen
within their busy schedules! I see their role more as planting seeds
for the future, as they interact with the hundreds of teens in our
program.”

“Lawrence was probably the beginning of my desire to leave my
own backyard and do something significant. When deciding to do
this year of service, I thought about that trip and how enjoyable it
was serving and hanging out with everyone. I also remembered
talking to Charlie Knibbs. Charlie was not only an AV but the son of
my swimming and water polo coach at Saint Rita. I thought, here
was another cool, normal, Saint Rita grad that decided to become
an AV. It seemed that if it was right for him, maybe being an AV
will be right for me too.”

Following in the Footsteps of Mentors
Brian Omastiak first experienced the Augustinian tradition at Saint
Rita of Cascia High School in Chicago, where his grandfather also
attended. As a student, Brian interacted with the AV that served at
Saint Rita’s each year. He also went on a service experience in high
school to Lawrence, Mass. where he met the AV community there
as well. After graduating from Villanova University this past May,
Brian became an AV in San Diego, Calif.

The Dusty Road to Ministry and Healing
From never having heard of the Augustinians to becoming an AV in
Peru in 2013, to now being a Campus Ministry Intern at Villanova
University who helps bring students to Peru for service break
experiences, Britt DeLine has embraced the Augustinian family.

On the value of the Villanova students and AVs doing
reflections together at night:
“The AVs are an inspiration to the
students. The students may have
given up their spring break, but [the
AVs] have given up a year. For many
Villanova students, that idea is
absolutely insane to them, yet by the
end of the trip they too are
considering it. Last October 2014, I
brought a group down to my home in
Chulucanas for fall break. Starting in
January, one of those students will
be going back to Chulucanas as an
Augustinian Volunteer for the year.”

Brian as a student
at Saint Rita.

Britt and one of her siblings from her host family,
who was also one of her students in Peru.

Bette Mariani knows all about the Augustinians. Her first interaction
was as a Villanova student while pursuing her nursing degree. She
also has a parent perspective as her son got both his
undergraduate and graduate degrees from Villanova. Most recently,
she has been a Villanova nursing professor for the past seven-anda-half years. She also heads a nursing program break trip to
Chulucanas, Peru each spring that allows her nursing students to
serve the needs of those who lack healthcare in Chulucanas.

Brian (currently an AV
in San Diego) with his
community.

On how nursing and service intersect and how Augustinian
values are present in her capacity as a professor at
Villanova:

On how the Augustinians influenced his desire to serve:
“The Augustinians have a remarkable way of connecting with the
common person. So I wouldn’t say I connected with the
Augustinians but the Augustinians connected with me. Serving is
just one way I wished to act that tradition out.”

“Nursing and service, especially at Villanova, go hand in hand. We
are able to use our knowledge, skills, experience and ability to care
for others to work with those who need us and are most
vulnerable. This service to others is a two-way street, as we
frequently learn as much, if not more, from those we serve, than
what we provide for them. If we serve with an open mind, then we
can work with others to do the greatest good for all, in partnership
with them. I feel very lucky to be surrounded by students, faculty,
staff and Augustinians that so strongly support the mission and
vision of Villanova and Saint Augustine.”

On his first impression of the AVs:
“My first impression of the AVs at Rita was similar to that of a
young kid impression of seeing some older college students. I
didn’t know much about what they did besides the fact that they
seemed to be helping absolutely everywhere at school. They were
older kids who were always willing to talk and spend their time
with us. I thought they were cool.”

United in Service
5

Meet our current Augustinian Volunteers...

Chicago Community

Lawrence Community

San Diego Community

This year Tori White, Greg Tosto and
Deena Prescavage are living and
serving in various placements on the
south-side of Chicago. Deena is serving
as a family services coordinator at
Habitat for Humanity Chicago. Greg
serves at Saint Rita High School with
roles in campus ministry and student
activities, coordinating retreats and
assisting with school events. At Saint
Margaret of Scotland School, Tori aides
the kindergarten teacher, tutors and
assists the after-school program.

Clare Spence, Derik Velasco and Elise
Zajicek are spending their AV year in
the Merrimack Valley. At Lawrence
Catholic Academy in South Lawrence,
Derik takes on a number of
responsibilities each day, including
substitute teaching, assisting in the
after-school program and administrative
tasks. Clare spends her days at Saint
Augustine School in Andover where she
also substitute teaches and helps in the
after-care program. Elise is serving at
Merrimack College in North Andover in
the campus ministry office, where she
coordinates weekly service experiences
for students.

There are five volunteers serving in San
Diego this year. Francis Cunningham
and Martha Pannepacker are both in
nursing positions at Saint Vincent de
Paul Village Medical Clinic. At Saint
Augustine High School, Nicole Quirk is
serving in the campus ministry office,
assisting in planning retreats and
service opportunities for students. Patty
Boland and Brian Omastiak are both at
Saint Patrick School serving in different
capacities; Patty as a before and afterschool coordinator and pre-K teacher’s
aide, and Brian as a physical education
and computer teacher.

Learn more about
our volunteers!
See their biographies,
volunteer profiles and
blogs on our website:
Ventura Community
This year Ryan Masserano, Megan Telfer
and Marie Graney are living and serving
the Ventura, Calif. area. Megan is serving
at HELP of Ojai, providing case
management services to the homeless
and low-income residents in the area. At
Saint Bonaventure High School, Ryan
works with both campus ministry and
Christian service, and he also substitute
teaches. Marie is serving at Villanova
Preparatory School, an Augustinian high
school, assisting in campus ministry and
student life, where she helps to
coordinate retreats, service projects and
more.

www.osavol.org
Follow their experiences
via social media!
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Peru Community
Because the international volunteers run
on a different service schedule, they will
not depart for Peru until the middle of
January. Three volunteers will be serving
in Peru for the upcoming year. Bridget
Hennessy, Kiely Kreitzberg and Taylor De
La Pena will be serving in various
capacities, including teaching English
classes, assisting in health offices at the
parish and diocesan levels, and working
at a community center for women. Upon
arrival in Peru, each volunteer will take
part in a home-stay experience with a
Peruvian family, where they will learn
more about the culture and language.
After that they will move into their
community home.

Welcome back Chulucanas, Peru AVs!
¿Estás acostumbrado?
Michael Donovan, Peru

Michael (right) with his community:
Kristin (left) and Alyssa (middle).

Coming to Peru for the first time, I had little
if any idea what I was getting myself into.
When we first arrived especially, and even
on occasion now people ask "¿Estás
acostumbrado?" which means "Have you
acclimated?" I always answer with
apprehension because to me they were
asking if I was still a North American living
in South America. This acclimation has
been a slow process for me and the truth is
I will always be a missionary in a foreign
land, but at least I can say I am no longer
just a visitor.
This process of moving from visitor to
missionary, has been gradual. Things that I
thought would help me to acclimate,
proved to be great hurdles for me to
overcome. Things that I thought I might
struggle with became the things that
supported and comforted me. Spanish,
which I considered to be a strength of mine
going in proved to be a great challenge,
acclimating to dialects and accents and
encountering new situations with new
vocabularies and grammar, made me

quickly realize how limited my
"conversational" Spanish really was. But
with time and patience, I have been able to
have deep and meaningful conversations.
Another major hurdle for me became Mass,
having traveled before, I was no stranger to
the Mass in foreign languages. When
traveling I always found comfort in the
familiarity of the Mass. But in Peru, the
unfamiliarity of something that should have
been so familiar only served to further
demonstrate how far from home I really
was. However, this too would pass. With
time I have even acclimated to the singing
style, and the clapping and cheering during
Mass.
My work has proved to be an incredible
source or strength for me. While extremely
challenging and frustrating, having the
opportunity to see the rewards of my labor
has been indescribable. Before the year
started, I was very concerned about my
ability to help in Peru; I am not a doctor, I
am not a priest, I am not a teacher, I am
not a social worker, I am not a pharmacist,
but to the people of Peru I am all those
things. And while I don't do surgery or hear
confession, I am treated with the same
level of respect and expected to have the
same level of expertise as if I were all those
things. The skills that I brought with me
were simple, I speak English and I work
hard. How I was going to translate that into
tangible good for the people of Chulucanas
was a mystery to me. I put my faith in God
and asked Him to make me an imperfect
tool in His perfect hands.
This faith has been most rewarded in my
work with children in need of medical
treatment. I met Josner, a two year old

from the countryside, who has cerebral
palsy and also had a seized left achilles
tendon, which prevents him from walking.
Through the U.S. nonprofit, Firsthand, I
work with, I was able to get the funding for
him to have surgery to repair his achilles
and one day soon he will be able to walk.
The process of applying for this funding
was arduous as every document, of which
there were many, and some of which were
handwritten doctors notes (unfortunately
poor handwriting among doctors seems to
be a cross cultural phenomenon), had to be
translated into English. To be able to go
from an initial interview with Josner and his
mother when we were both trying to figure
out how this was all going to work, and
then in a few months to be at the hospital
with the same mother waiting for her son
to come out of the surgery that was going
to dramatically improve his life, was an
unbelievably wonderful and rewarding
experience. My work has given me a
purpose, a reason to be in this foreign land
and though I may never completely
acclimate to Peru, I have found a home in
Chulucanas.

Michael with the Bishop of the Diocese of
Chulucanas, Dan Turley, O.S.A., on a
trip to the mountains to evaluate the
needs of the people.

To support the Augustinian Volunteers, visit www.osavol.org and click “Support.”
February 10-March 24, 2016
Daily Lenten Reflections
Reminders to come

Mark your
Calendars!

Spring 2016
Alumni Weekend
More details to follow

Please contact the AV office at osavol@gmail.com or
610-527-3330 ext. 291 if you are interested
in attending any of these events or
learning more about them.

Sunday, June 26, 2016 at 10am
End of the Year Mass & Brunch
Villanova University
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Augustinian Friars
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